Wigged  Out 
At  Aldirie 

^To  whom  it  may  concern  in  Aldine: 

I’m  writing  this  kinda  like  a  re¬ 
sponse  to  what  I  just  got  through 
reading  about  Aldine.  Everything  that 
concerned  sister  wrote  is  true.  But 
what  the  pigs  really  do  is  say,  “Don’t 
come  back  to  OUR  school  until  that 
slop  is  cut  off  your  head!”  Dig  that. 
The  pigs  call  it  their  school  and  man 
the  way  things  are  around  here  it 
really  is. 

I  wear  this  chicken  shit  wig  to 
school.  Man  it  stinks,  it  hurts  and 
everything  else  but  1  wouldn’t  cut  my 
hair  to  please  those  administration 
bastards  for  anything.  That’s  really 
what  they  would  like  me  to  do  and 
everyone  else  that  wears  one.  The 
other  day  one  of  my  brothers  got  a 
heck  of  a  lot  of  hair  cut  off  his  neck 
and  came  to  school  without  his  wig. 
It  went  alright  until  the  head  pig 
told  him  to  get  more  cut  off  after 
the  assistant  principal  let  him  in.  It’s 
really  the  head  pig  that’s  doing  every¬ 
body’s  head  around  here  and  we’ve 
made  up  a  little  slogan  about  him: 

Roses  are  red 

Violets  are  blue 

We  got  Haly 

And  now  we’ll  get  you! 

And  if  we  don’t  get  our  heads  to¬ 
gether  soon,  we’re  going  to  be  like  lit¬ 
tle  plastic  androids  until  our  term  is 
up. 

A  Wig  Wearer 
Aldine 


"Romance"  Racist 
And  Elitist 

I  had  the  job  of  typesetting  (typing 
twice)  the  essay  by  Steve  Welzer  in 
the  last  issue  of  Space  City!  [entitled 
“End  of  a  Romance”].  I  thought  it 
was  much  too  long  and  extremely 
boring,  and  so  I  developed  an  intimate 
dislike  for  it. 

In  short,  I  think  the  article  was  pre¬ 
tentious,  elitist,  superficial,  racist  and 


sexist.  Thought-provoking  the  way 
watching  Eric  Severaid  is  —  provoking 
thoughts  of  wanting  to  throttle  this 
self-righteous,  pompous  asshole.  I 
don’t  know  him  but  I’m  sure  he’s  a 
graduate  student  at  someplace  like 
Rice  or  maybe  worse. 

Mr.  Welzer  is  a  radical  intellectual, 
so  he  says.  He  namedrops  revolution¬ 
ary  ‘superstars’  like  Bernadine  Dohrn 
and  Daniel  Berrigan  for  no  reason 
other  than  to  show  he  knows  who 
they  are.  The  article  is  full  of  senten¬ 
ces  like,  “Social  and  political  change 
are  both  important  to  the  life  of  an 
individual  within  society,”  and  cute 
references  like,  “(see  Alliance  for 
Progress)”.  If  cornered,  I’m  sure  he 
would  admit  he  admires  dudes  like 
Schlesinger.  He  describes  Huey  New¬ 
ton’s  style  as  “reminiscent  of  Fidel 
Castro.”  When  was  the  last  time  you 
heard  Fidel  speak,  Steve? 

Steve  Welzer  is  an  intellectual  snob. 
He  writes  in  the  “radical  chic”  style 
he  seems  to  put  down  in  the  first  para¬ 
graphs  of  his  article.  He  describes  the 
split  in  the  Panther  party  between 
Cleaver  and  Newton  like  he  was  re¬ 
viewing  a  rock  group.  He  obviously 
feels  nothing  real  for  either  man  or 
for  the  ideas  they  represent.  Or  rather, 
his  real  feelings  about  black  liberation 
are  revealed  indirectly. 

The  Panthers,  according  to  Steve, 
have  moved  from  a  position  of  “black 
nationalism”  (a  term  that  is  used  by 
white  radical  intellectuals  to  describe 
black  thought  that  leaves  them  out 
and  is  therefore  not  “progressive”)  to 
one  of  “revolutionary  nationalism.” 
Setting  aside  the  fact  that  Huey  New¬ 
ton  has  always  described  the  Panther 
philosophy  as  revolutionary  national¬ 
ism,  he  then  adds  that  this  policy 
means  “recognizing  the  validity  of 
white  radical  activity  and  its  Marxist 
orientation.” 


The  Panthers’  policy  of  working  in 
temporary  alliances  with  various  white 
groups  is  also  not  a  new  twist.  This  is 
a  tactical  policy,  not  a  revolutionary 
program.  They  have  chosen  this  pol¬ 
icy,  mainly,  I  think,  because  they  feel 
the  need  for  a  white  buffer  between 
them  and  the  state.  It  is  a  fact  that 
the  Panther  Party  has  usually  been 
distrustful  (with  good  reason)  of  the 
revolutionary  commitment  of  their 
white  allies.  Mr.  Welzer’s  article  will 
only  confirm  that  distrust. 


tact  with  a  black  or  third  world  libera¬ 
tion  struggle  you  would  know  that. 

And  his  comments  about  high 
school  students  and  women  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  Eldridge  Cleaver  show  he  has 
no  understanding  of  the  oppression 
these  groups  face.  For  them,  he  is 
definitely  part  of  the  problem. 

Articles  and  essays  about  the  Pan¬ 
ther  split  as  well  as  stories;  about 
other  black  revolutionary  organiza¬ 
tions  should  appear  more  often  in 
Space  City!  However,  they  should  be 
intelligent  and  well-written  and  should 
try  to  combat  the  white  racism  that 
remains  the  main  block  to  revolution 
in  this  country  instead  of  adding  to  it. 
Try  again.  Space  City!  But  get  some¬ 
body  else  to  write  about  it. 

tito  francona 
Houston 

Duck  Reports 
From  MacArfhur 

Dear  Space  City! 

A  new  and  legitimate  attempt  to 
rewrite  the  dress  code  at  MacArthur 
is  now  in  progress.  It  started  last  Dec¬ 
ember  at  a  student  council  meeting. 
The  dress  code  committee  came  up 
with  a  poll  to  be  taken  in  the  home¬ 
rooms.  Out  of  2,000  to  2,100  stu¬ 
dents,  exactly  1,160  voted.  109 
liked  the  dress  code  and  1,051  dis¬ 
liked  the  code.  The  most  basic  sug¬ 
gestions  were  for  longer  hair,  longer 
sideburns  and  jeans  for  girls.  When 
the  committee  was  to  make  its  first 
report  to  the  student  council,  the 
sponsor  of  the  council,  with  the  bless¬ 
ings  of  the  principal,  decided  to  close 
the  meeting  to  only  the  representa¬ 
tives,  thereby  shutting  out  a  large 
number  of  students  who  usually  come 
to  the  meetings.  The  sponsor  has  al¬ 
ways  told  us  that  the  student  council 
is  run  democratically,  meaning  that 
the  majority  rules.  It  would  appear 
as  if  he  were  trying  to  keep  the  ma¬ 
jority  out. 

Huey  C.  Duck 

Houston 


OOPS! 


LAUNCHING  PADS 


Papers  available  at  these  locations: 


DOWNTOWN 

Al's  Leather 

in  Flea  Market 

SOUTHWEST 

Ace  News 

8180  Main 

Aquarian  Books 

508  Louisiana 

Budget  Tapes 

5330  W.  Bellfort 

Big  City  News 

1414  Milam 

Budget  Tapes 

5421  Bellaire 

Brazos  Newsstand 

2410  Brazos 

Egad 

5000  Westheimer 

Cosmos  News 

1216  Prairie 

Sam  Houston  Books  Galleria 

Eros  News 

81014  Preston 

Sunshine  Co. 

Galleria 

Fox  News 

Globe  Newsstand 
Guy's  News 

1520  Texas 

1721  Main 

3622  Main 

VILLAGE 

Main  St.  News 

4418  Main 

Bay  Surf  Shop 

2445  Times 

Metro  News 

410  Main 

Bead  Shop 

Times 

Milam  Book  Store 

2805  Milam 

Gramaphonics 

2362  Rice 

News  Center 

61 1  San  Jacinto 

Sunshine  Co. 

2479  Times 

Pandoras 

120  Milam 

Village  News 

2480  Bolsover 

Malones  News  918  Texas 

Round-the-Clock  1407  Milam 

Sam  Houston  Books  918  Travis 

Tex  News  804  Elgin 

THIRD  WARD 

U.S.  Factory 

810  Preston 

Art  &  Objects 

1931  Scott 

World  News 

1208  Texas 

Campus  Pharmacy 

2705  Cullen 

- 

Pathfinder  Bkstore 

3806  Wheeler 

MONTROSE 

U.  of  Houston 

Cougar  Den  rack 

Budget  Tapes 

1218  Westheimer 

SPRING  BRANCH- 

-MEMORIAL 

Grass  Hut 

1200  Alabama 

Green  Acres 

1338  Westheimer 

Budget  Tapes 

Town  &  Country 

Paisley  Co. 

2016  Montrose 

Budget  Tapes 

8341  Long  Point 

Time  to  Read 

31 10  S.  Shepherd 

Locked-ln  Surf 

9703  Katy  Fwy. 

Tortilla  Flat 

Zone  6 

SOUTHEAST 

918  Welch 

1216  Westheimer 

ALSO  .  . . 

Ace  News 

8180  S.  Main 

Bay  Surf 

509  Southmore 

S.  Main  Books 

Surf  House 

6627  S.  Main 

1729  W.  34 

Bellfort  Books 

7143  E.  Bellfort 

Time  Leather 

7516  Fulton 

Budget  Tapes 

G.l.  Surplus 

1321  College 

8228  Gulf  Fwy. 

and.  .  .  Space  City! 

1217  Wichita 

What  this  white  radical  with  Marx¬ 
ist  orientation  offers  as  a  revolution¬ 
ary  goal  is  the  election  of  a  white  rad¬ 
ical  as  “President  of  the  whole  thing” 
in  twenty  years.  By  that  time  all  of 
the  blacks  and  third  world  people  in 
this  country  could  very  well  be  dead. 
Not  to  mention  the  Vietnamese.  He 
congratulates  the  Panthers  on  their 
growing  influence  within  “real  Amer¬ 
ican  politics”  —  implying  that  for  him, 
community  control  or  other  revolu¬ 
tionary  black  programs  are  illusions  or 
games.  Revolution  is  not  a  game,  Mr. 
Welzer,  and  if  you  had  any  real  con¬ 


In  the  last  issue  of  Space  City!,  in 
an  article  entitled,  “Brown  &  Root 
Big  Shot:  Powell,”  we  mistakenly 
identified  Ben  H.  Powell,  Jr.,  general 
counsel  and  a  senior  group  vice  presi¬ 
dent  for  Brown  &  Root,  as  Ben  H. 
Russell,  Jr.  The  error  occurred  during 
the  typesetting,  and  what  prompted 
that  peculiar  typo  remains  a  mystery. 
(Ben  Russell  is  a  local  liberal,  who  ran 
on  the  New  Party  ticket  for  the  U.S. 
Senate  last  year.)  Our  sincerest  apolo¬ 
gies  to  Mr.  Russell,  to  Mr.  Powell  and 
to  our  readers. 
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by  Thorne  Dreyer 


“Houston  has  a  solid  waste  crisis.” 
That’s  what  Mike  Noblet  told  City 
Council  April  28. 

Which  is  nothing  new  or  surprising. 
Everyone  knows  that  our  fair  city’s 
been  having  its  troubles  trying  to  fig¬ 
ure  ouf  what  to  do  with  all  the  gar¬ 
bage.  But  Noblet,  who  is  president  of 
Earthworks,  Inc.,  the  environmental 
action  group  at  the  University  of 
Houston,  has  a  plan.  Recycling,  he 
says,  is  the  answer  to  the  trash 
question. 

Houston  presently  gets  rid  of  its 
garbage  by  the  “landfill”method.  That 
means  digging  a  big  hole,  then  slowly 
filling  it  up  with  garbage  and,  when 
it’s  full  to  the  brim,  covering  it  with 
dirt  and  making  it  into  a  park  —  or 
something. 

There  are  three  landfill  sites  which 
receive  city -collected  garbage:  at  Pine- 
mont  and  Ella;  at  the  North  Loop 
and  Kirkpatrick;  and  at  Holmes  Rd. 
south  of  Almeda. 

But  a  garbage  crisis  has  developed 
because  the  three  sites  are  filling  up 
fast,  new  landfill  sites  have  not  been 
located  and  contracts  have  not  been 
awarded. 

But  if  Noblet,  and  other  ecological¬ 
ly-minded  citizens,  had  their  way, 
there  would  be  no  more  landfills.  As 
Noblet  points  out,  the  only  real  bene¬ 
fit  of  a  landfill  is  the  park  that  will 
eventually  be  created  atop  the  trash. 
But  there  are  problems  even  with  this. 
Like,  “few  citizens  will  desire  to  play 
atop  a  mountain  of  garbage.”  Also, 


cost  of  maintenance  will  be  high,  and 
the  sites  are  likely  to  be  distant  from 
population  centers,  thus  lowering  their 
value  as  parks. 

And  there  are  other  significant 
problems  with  this  form  of  garbage 
disposal.  Noblet  points  out  some  of 
them:  future  development  possibili¬ 
ties  for  the  land  are  diminished;  they 
cause  sanitary  problems  and  are  po¬ 
tential  sources  of  water  and  air  pollu¬ 
tion;  they  endanger  the  surrounding 
water  table;  and  they  are  a  fire 
hazard. 

The  pollution  potential  of  land¬ 
fills  has  been  pointed  out  by  county 
engineer  Richard  P.  Doss.  TheCounty 
Commissioners  Court  recently  ap¬ 
proved  a  new  one  year  lease  of  a  25- 
acre  county  landfill  located  off  U.S. 
Hwy.  90  near  the  San  Jacinto  River. 
Doss,  speaking  before  the  commision- 
ers,  said  that  the  sandy  soil  around  the 
dump  has  created  a  significant  water 
contamination  problem  in  the  area. 
To  prevent  future  garbage  from  pol¬ 
luting,  the  county  will  have  to  build  a 
dike  and  cover  the  present  dump  with 
at  least  six  inches  of  clay,  before 
dumping  future  trash.  The  dump  will 
cost  the  county  $140,000  this  year. 

As  to  Noblet’s  fire  hazard  claim, 
one  need  only  check  out  the  old, 
abandoned  Reed  Rd.  dump.  On  sec¬ 
ond  thought,  don’t  check  it  out.  Fire 
Chief  C.R.  Cook  has  asked  the  public 
to  avoid  the  site  because  of  the  dan¬ 
ger.  The  fire  has  been  smouldering 
for  weeks,  but  has  not  been  put  out 
because  of  squabbles  between  City 


Council  and  property  owners  Tom  and 
Virgil  Reed.  (Councilman  Homer 

Ford  said  April  20  that  the  situation 
is  “explosive  and  dangerous”  and  that 
the  City  Legal  Department  was  keep¬ 
ing  the  Fire  Department  from  putting 
out  the  fire  because  this  might  be  pre¬ 
judicial  to  the  city  in  a  possible  law 
suit  with  the  Reeds.) 

The  city  finally  decided  April  27 
to  extinguish  the  fire.  Chief  Cook 
said  the  fire  has  probably  burned  out 
huge  underground  chasms,  and  that 
putting  it  out  would  be  “a  long 
drawn  out  process.” 

Anyway,  Reed  dump  is  proof  of 
the  pudding:  landfills  are  indeed  a 
fire  menace. 

Noblet’s  final  point  about  landfills 
is  the  simple  and  obvious  one  that 
folks  just  don’t  want  a  garbage  dump, 
landfill  or  no,  in  their  neighborhood. 

Noblet  then  discounted  the  second 
alternative  means  of  garbage  disposal: 
incineration.  It  creates  odor  and  sight 
problems.  (Drop  by  the  Holmes  Rd. 
incinerator  sometime.)  Emissions  are 
likely  to  violate  the  Texas  Clean  Air 
Act.  The  coolant  must  be  treated  to 
avoid  violation  of  Texas  Water  Quality 
Board  standards.  And  it’s  expensive: 
$13  a  ton,  all  things  considered. 

So  what  is  the  answer  to  Houston’s 
garbage  dilemma?  Noblet  suggests  re¬ 
cycling,  or  resource  recovery. 

“The  benefits  of  recycling  are  al¬ 
most  endless.  A  majority  of  resour¬ 


ces  in  solid  waste  can  be  recycled 
through  a  resource  recovery  plant, 
including  paper,  cardboard,  aluminum, 
steel,  glass  and  rags,  all  of  which  can 
be  sold  to  defray  some  of  the  opera¬ 
ting  costs  of  such  a  plant. 

“The  organics  in  sold  waste  are 
used  to  create  compost. . .  an  excellent 
soil  conditioner  which  can  be  sold  at  a 
profit.” 

The  plant  would  use  a  finite  a-, 
mount  of  land,  would  have  minimal 
odor,  and  no  air  and  water  pollution. 
And  the  net  cost  is  only  $6  to  $7  per 
ton. 

Noblet  points  out  that  Houston 
had  a  resource  recovery  plant  on  Lawn¬ 
dale  St.  from  1965  until  last  year. 
Metals  generated  from  the  Holmes  Rd. 
incinerator  were  sold  for  reuse;  but, 
since  the  unit  resumed  operation  this 
year,  metals  have  merely  been  land- 
filled. 

And,  as  to  money,  there  are  match¬ 
ing  funds  available  through  the  Re¬ 
source  Recovery  Act  of  1970.  “This 
act,”  according  to  Noblet,  “changes 
federal  government  policy  concerning 
solid  waste  management.  The  former 
policy  was  burn  it  or  bury  it,  while 
the  new  one  emphasizes  maximum  re¬ 
covery  of  resources  from  solid  waste. 
The  Resources  Recovery  Act  is  funded 
with  $462  million.  Houston  will  be 
able  to  receive  matching  funds.  .  . .” 

It  all  seems  to  make  sense,  yes? 
But,  alas,  it  doesn’t  appear  that  good 
sense  is  the  fuel  on  which  our  city 
government  runs. 
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Brown  &  Root  In  Vietnam 

Taxes  For  Tiger  Cages 


LNS  photo 


by  Victoria  Smith 

The  U.S.  House  of  Representatives 
heard  a  sharp  criticism  last  week  of 
U.S.  involvement  in  the  construction 
of  new  prisons  on  Con  Son  Island,  off 
the  coast  of  South  Vietnam. 

Charging  that  “the  cracks  and  crev¬ 
ices  in  our  nation’s  judgement  on  mor¬ 
ality  and  justice  in  Vietnam  grow 
broader  and  deeper,”  Rep.  William 
Anderson  (Dem-Tennessee),  told  the 
House  Thursday,  April  29,  that  up  to 
$400,000  of  American  funds  are  being 
used  to  construct  the  288  additional 
cells  on  the  island.  (See  Space  City!, 
Vol.  H,  No.  22.) 

Con  Son  Island  is  the  site  of  the 
infamous  tiger  cages,  the  tiny,  barbaric 
pit  prisons  used  by  the  Saigon  govern¬ 
ment  to  detain  South  Vietnamese  pol¬ 
itical  dissidents. 

Anderson  was  among  those  who 
revealed  the  existence  of  the  tiger 
cages  after  a  congressional  visit  to 
South  Vietnam  last  summer. 

We  spoke  to  Kem  Buck,  a  repre¬ 
sentative  from  Anderson’s  office  last 
week.  (Anderson  was  out  of  town.) 

Buck  told  us  that  they  had  been  re¬ 
searching  the  matter  ever  since  the 
contract  was  signed  Jan.  7  between 
the  U.S.  Navy  and  the  construction 
consortium  of  Raymond,  Morrison, 
Knudsen,  Brown  &  Root,  and  Jones 
(RMK-BRJ).  (As  pointed  out  in  last 
week’s  Space  City!,  RMK-BRJ,  of 
which  Houston’s  Brown  &  Root  is  a 
part,  has  been  involved  in  construction 
and  engineering  work  in  Vietnam 
for  several  years.) 

Buck  said  that  Anderson  was  deep¬ 
ly  concerned  that  the  U.S.  taxpayer’s 
money  is  being  used  in  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  these  prisons.  He  said  that 
although  the  Navy  has  denied  the 
money  is  coming  from  the  United 
States,  at  least  67  per  cent  of  South 
Vietnamese  currency  is  backed  by  U.S. 
generated  money.  So,  Anderson  con¬ 
cluded,  more  than  two-thirds  at  the 
minimum  of  the  $400,000  contract  is 
coming  out  of  the  U.S.  taxpayer’s 
pocket. 


We  asked  Buck  if  they  had  been 
able  to  find  out  whether  the  new 
prisons  would  be  an  improvement 
over  the  old  tiger  cages.  He  said  that 
despite  several  written  communica¬ 
tions  with  various  governmental  and 
military  offices  they  have  been  unable 
to  get  any  information  on  the  plans 
for  the  new  prisons,  except  the 
sketchy  outline  provided  in  the  Navy 
contract.  (Buck  commented  that  his 


In  his  release  to  the  House,  Ander¬ 
son  commented  that  he  would  like  to 
see  a  national  poll  on  the  number  of 
Americans  who  would  be  willing  to 
finance  such  an  endeavor.  He  said  the 
prisons  on  Con  Son  Island  are  “bar¬ 
baric,”  and  the  prisoners  held  there 
“uncharged,  untried  and  unsentenced” 
for  the  crime  of  protesting  the  war  or 
speaking  out  against  the  present  Saigon 
regime. 


office’s  relations  with  the  agencies  in 
question  “aren’t  too  good.”) 

The  contract  describes  the  scope  of 
work  as  the  construction  of  three  cell 
blocks,  each  partitioned  into  96  isola¬ 
tion  cells  with  an  outer  wall  of  con¬ 
crete  block,  a  barbed  wire  perimeter 
fence  with  security  gates,  a  kitchen 
and  a  dispensary. 

Buck  said  that  Anderson  has  re¬ 
ceived  much  of  his  information  from 
Don  Luce  of  the  Dispatch  News  Ser¬ 
vice  International.  In  a  February  re¬ 
lease,  Luce  wrote  that  prison  labor  is 
to  be  used  in  the  construction,  with 
skilled  workers  receiving  some  72 
cents  per  week,  and  unskilled  receiving 
55  cents.  RMK-BRJ  will  be  acting  in 
supervisory  capacities. 

Luce,  a  10-year  resident  of  Viet¬ 
nam,  was  involved  in  exposing  the 
tiger  cages  after  he  accompanied  An¬ 
derson  and  California  Democratic  Rep. 
Augustus  Hawkins  to  Con  Son  last 
year. 

Afterwards,  the  South  Vietnamese 
government  revoked  Luce’s  press  cre¬ 
dentials  for  visiting  “a  restricted  area 
without  authorization.” 

Luce  said  in  Saigon  last  Wednesday 
that  he  was  told  his  visa  would  not  be 
renewed  when  it  expires  May  15.  The 
U.S.  Conference  of  the  World  Council 
of  Churches  criticized  the  action  as  a 
“further  example  of  the  repression  of 
free  speech  in  South  Vietnam.”  Buck 
said  that  Anderson’s  office  has  contin¬ 
ually  pressured  the  State  Department 
to  intercede  in  Luce’s  behalf.  He  said 
that  while  the  State  Department  insist¬ 
ed  the  matter  was  out  of  its  hands, 
the  agency  did  manage  to  persuade 
the  Saigon  government  to  grant  Luce 
an  extension  three  months  ago. 

Anderson’s  inability  to  get  the  full 
information  on  the  RMK-BRJ  project 
tends  to  confirm  a  charge  Luce  made, 
that  the  consortium  and  some  U.S. 
governmental  agencies  are  attempting 
to  keep  the  project  a  secret. 

“Anyone  who  takes  a  camera  to 
Con  Son  will  be  terminated  immedi¬ 
ately,”  the  RMK-BRJ  project  manager 
is  reported  to  have  said. 


Newsweek  Says 

Civil  War  In  Houston 


Check  out  the  May  3  Newsweek.  It  has  a  spread  on  Our  Town. 

The  article,  which  covers  more  than  a  page,  is  headed  “Houston’s  Civil  War.” 
It  is  the  latest  in  a  series  of  features  on  right  wing  terrorism  in  Houston  that 
have  appeared  in  major  national  publications. 

Previously,  magazines  such  as  Esquire,  New  Yorker  and  The  Nation  have  run 
items  on  the  subject.  And  National  Educational  Television’s  “The  American 
Dream  Machine”  did  a  live  telecast  of  Pacifica  radio’s  return  to  the  air  after  the 
second  bombing  that  included  a  Houston  repression  wrap-up. 

But  the  Newsweek  number  appears  to  be  the  one  that  finally  got  the  mayor’s 
goat.  Mayor  Louie  told  the  local  television  audience  that  the  article  was  inac¬ 
curate,  poorly  researched.  Newsweek  Houston  bureau  man  Hugh  Aynesworth, 
who  penned  the  piece,  says  fiddlesticks.  And  from  where  we  stand,  this  is 
probably  the  most  accurate  article  on  the  subject  yet  distributed  nationally. 

The  top  of  the  page  (p.  54,  incidentally)  is  adorned  with  three  photos:  Fred 
Brode  standing  in  front  of  his  sandbagged  house;  the  good  mayor  in  the  middle; 
and,  on  the  far  right,  Klan  Grand  Dragon  Frank  Converse,  standing  behind  the 
counter  at  his  Airline  Gun  Shop. 

The  article  sketchily  details  the  events  of  right  wing  terrorism  over  the  last 
few  years.  It  also  points  something  of  an  editorial  finger  at  the  police  and  city 
officials  for  their  consistent  inaction. 

“For  reasons  best  know  to  itself,  the  Houston  Police  Department  has  man¬ 
aged  to  make  not  a  single  arrest  and  efforts  even  to  dampen  the  violence  have 
been  notably  ineffectual.” 

After  giving  the  cops  the  benefit  of  the  doubt  (like  the  city’s  so  big  and  the 


police  force  is  so  small,  and  things  are  tough  all  over),  Aynesworth  concludes: 

“Not  surprisingly,  the  beleaguered  leftists  are  coming  to  regard  the  police  as 
much  a  part  of  the  enemy  as  the  Klan.  ‘If  these  things  were  happening  to  right¬ 
wingers,’  says  a  white  activist,  ‘you’d  see  a  dozen  long-haired  cats  and  blacks  in 
the  pokey  in  24  hours.’  On  the  record,  the  statement  does  not  seem  unreason¬ 
able.” 

He  quotes  anti-war  activist/harrassment  victim  Fred  Brode:  “The  police 
spend  most  of  their  time  investigating  the  peace  movement  instead  of  the  Ku 
Klux  Klan.  You  see  everything  the  police  do  fits  a  pattern.  They  agree  with 
the  bombers;  it’s  that  simple.” 

About  Mayor  Welch,  the  article  adds:  “The  mayor,  a  four-term  politician 
named  Louie  Welch  who  peddles  real  estate  as  a  sideline  (as  do  the  police  chief 
and  several  city  officials)  has  refused  to  investigate  the  local  Klan  and  contents 
himself  with  periodically  counseling  both  right  and  left  against  acts  of  violence.” 

There’s  also  a  quote  from  Converse  that  should  perk  up  a  few  ears.  (Dragon 
Frank’s  been  coming  on  with  a  line  of  cool  moderation  in  most  recent  inter¬ 
views.)  Says  Frank:  “To  me,  if  you  kill  a  man  overseas  for  being  a  Communist, 
you  should  kill  him  over  here.  1  don’t  see  any  difference.” 

Pretty  heavy. 

++++++++++++++++ 

In  a  related  note,  Frank  Converse  has  publicly  declined  Socialist  Workers 
Party  mayoral  candidate  Debby  Leonard’s  challenge  to  an  open  debate.  The 
usually  glib  Converse  decided  to  sit  this  one  out. 

—Thorne  Dreyer 
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Suspended  students  at  Prairie  View  A&M  College  near  Hempstead  are  cur¬ 
rently  caught  up  in  a  waiting  game. 

They’re  waiting  on  appeals  for  reinstatement.  They’re  waiting  for  the  Texas 
Senate  to  begin  an  investigation  on  conditions  at  the  school.  They’re  waiting 
for  thousands  of  dollars  worth  of  defense  funds  that  must  be  raised  to  carry  on 
their  case  in  court. 

And  they,  along  with  hundreds  of  other  Prairie  View  students,  are  waiting  for 
some  change  in  conditions  at  the  predominantly-black  college,  conditions  which 
many  students  find  antiquated  and  intolerable. 

Last  February,  the  students  decided  that  they  couldn’t  wait  any  longer  for 
the  badly-needed  changes,  and  they  took  direct  action.  From  Feb.  24  to  Feb 
26  they  conducted  an  uprising.  One  building  was  burned  to  the  ground,  a  cam¬ 
pus  security  car  was  overturned  and  burned  and  the  campus  store  was  broken 
into  and  wrecked.  The  school  was  closed  on  Feb.  27  and  did  not  reopen  until 
March  8.  As  a  result  of  these  disturbances  between  62  and  129  students  were 
suspended  and  several  had  criminal  charges  placed  against  them. 


be  duly  created  but  could  do  nothing  in  the  short  time  remaining  before  Christ¬ 
mas  vacation.  They  would  also  do  nothing  during  or  after  Christmas  vacation.  In 
late  February , or  early  March,  the  apparatus  would  be  reactivated  to  quiet  grow¬ 
ing  demands  for  action,  but  with  summer  close  at  hand  and  finals  even  closer, 
nothing  would  be  done. 

In  June  many  of  the  year’s  leaders  would  graduate  and  the  whole  thing  would 
fall  apart  during  the  summer.  In  the  following  fall  the  process  would  begin 
again.  (This  same  sort  of  thing  was  apparently  going  on  as  late  as  1969  when, 
according  to  a  story  in  the  Houston  Post,  a  boycott  of  the  Miss  Prairie  View  con¬ 
test  was  successful  but  fizzled  the  following  night  when  most  of  the  4,100  stu¬ 
dents  attended  a  pep  rally. ) 

This  tactic  of  “parliamentary  strangulation”  is  by  no  means  the  only  one 
available  for  keeping  Prairie  View  quiet.  Rules  there  have  always  been  strict  and 
such  rules  are  always  at  hand  when  dealing  with  students  the  administration 
considers  undesirable.  Not  long  ago  Geneva  Chapman  was  expelled  for  being 
“absent  without  leave”  while  away  for  a  weekend.  Miss  Chapman  had  been 
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Prairie  View 


by  E.F.  Shaxvver  Jr 


Prairie  View  officials  claim  that  the  February  uprising  was  the  work  of  a 
small  number  of  “outside  agitators”  who  came  to  the  campus  for  the  specific 
purpose  of  fomenting  disturbance.  (They  made  the  same  claim  in  connection 
with  a  disturbance  in  1967  following  news  of  rioting  at  Texas  Southern  Univer¬ 
sity.) 

Dr.  Thomas  R.  Solomon,  Dean  of  Student  Life,  has  discounted  the  suggestion 
that  the  February  affair  might  be  due  to  longstanding  student  frustration,  by 
saying  that  conditions  at  Prairie  View  “were  not  repressive  to  begin  with.”  Stu¬ 
dent  opinion  runs  overwhelmingly  against  this.  As  one  student  remarked,  “I 
don’t  think  the  students  at  Prairie  View  need  any  outside  agitators  to  tell  them 
about  things  that  have  been  going  on  for  a  long  time.” 

Although  some  of  the  19  demands  presented  to  President  Alvin  I.  Thomas 
on  the  night  of  Feb.  24  were  new  (for  instance,  the  elimination  of  the  now 
notorious  student  handbook  which  Thomas  introduced  this  year),  many  were 
not.  (See  excerpt  from  the  handbook  elsewhere  on  these  pages.)  Students  at 
Prairie  View  have  long  complained,  although  not  often  openly,  of  inedible 
food,  unsanitary  kitchen  facilities,  harassment  by  campus  security  guards,  intol¬ 
erable  living  conditions  and  so  on.  Students  who  graduated  in  the  ‘60’s  will  tell 
you  that  graduates  from  the  ‘40’s  and  ‘50’s  had  the  same  complaints. 

During  the  early  1960’s,  student  activity  on  such  chronic  grievances  fell  into 
a  pattern  that  became  apparent  to  many  of  the  participants  only  in  retrospect. 
The  scenario  was  something  like  this: 

Beginning  in  September  students  would  share  their  complaints,  leaders  would 
emerge  and  action  would  be  planned.  Later  in  the  fall,  the  grievances  would  be 
made  public  in  conjunction  with  a  nonviolent  boycott  of  various  Homecoming 
activities,  (in  terms  of  the  number  of  students  who  participated,  many  of  these 
boycotts  could  be  considered  quite  successful.)  This  in  turn  would  lead  to  par¬ 
leys  between  student  leaders  and  representatives  of  the  administration  at  which 
time  the  latter  would  promise  to  do  something  about  the  situation. 

It  is  well  known  that  in  matters  such  as  this  no  action  can  be  considered  until 
the  whole  thing  has  been  studied  by  various  committees.  The  committees  would 


editor  of  the  administration  dominated  student  newspaper  and  had  been  openly 
critical  of  Thomas  and  other  officials. 

More  recently  the  mother  of  Quincy  Brooks,  one  of  the  students  charged 
with,  among  other  things,  “acting  to  produce  damage  to  property,”  was  suspend¬ 
ed  for  allegedly  missing  five  days  of  school  while  attending  her  son’s  hearing.  If 
the  suspension  stands,  Mrs.  Brooks,  a  senior  nursing  major,  will  miss  her  expected 
June  graduation. 

That  such  rules  are  sometimes  applied  selectively  is  supported  by  a  case  men¬ 
tioned  by  Craig  Washington,  Brooks’  attorney  and  himself  a  1966  graduate  of 
Prairie  View.  He  said  that  out  of  300  to  400  students  having  sufficiently  severe 
grade  problems  to  warrant  suspension  under  the  rules,  fewer  than  10,  all 
“troublemakers,”  were  sent  letters  of  suspension.  In  these  letters  the  students 
were  told  that  in  addition  to  having  bad  grades  they  were  being  suspended  for 
“poor  citizenship.” 

A  new  regulation,  put  into  effect  before  the  February  riot,  requires  all  stu¬ 
dents,  whether  previously  enrolled  or  not,  to  apply  for  readmission  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  every  semester.  The  fact  that  the  screening  committee  has  at  most 
a  week  to  consider  the  thousands  of  applications  involved  suggests  strongly  that 
students  who  do  not  receive  the  form  letter  signifying  their  readmittance  were 
fingered  by  the  administration,  for  one  reason  or  another,  at  an  earlier  time. 

Immediately  after  the  February  riot,  tWo  students,  Quincy  Brooks  and 
Leonard  Baker,  were  arrested  and  held  on  $100,000  bonds.  Both  were  charged 
with  “acting  to  produce  damage  to  property,”  as  were  other  students  later 
arrested.  Baker’s  bond  was  later  reduced  to  $2,000  and  he  was  released  March 
6. 

Brooks,  who  was  not  released  until  March  18,  had  his  bond  reduced  to 
$10,000  (still  twice  as  high  as  any  misdemeanor  ever  assessed  in  Waller  County) 
after  a  student  state  witness  admitted  that  he  had  earlier  fabricated  a  story 
against  Brooks  in  order  “to  get  back  into  school.”  (A  number  of  the  students 
who  opted  for  the  college  hearings  have  complained  that  the  hearings  seem  de- 
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A  SPACE  CITY  VIEWPOINT 


Why  May  Day? 


“If  the  government  won’t  stop  the  war,  the  people  will  stop  the  government.” 

Whether  the  bold  vow  of  the  national  May  Day  Tribe  will  be  realized  in  Wash¬ 
ington  D.C.  May  3-5  we  don’t  know  yet.  We  are  writing  this  early  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing,  May  2  (way  past  the  Space  City!  deadline). 

But  one  thing  is  certain:  the  activities  of  anti-war  and  poverty  protesters  in 
the  nation’s  capital  over  the  last  few  weeks' are  the  stuff  that  history  is  made  of. 
Never  before  has  such  an  organized,  massive  non-violent  assault  been  leveled  so 
directly  against  U.S.  policy  in  Indochina.  Never  before  has  public  and  Congres¬ 
sional  sentiment  so  strongly  favored  total  withdrawal  of  troops  from  Vietnam. 

The  Vietnam  veterans  who  spoke  and  demonstrated  so  dramatically  two 
weeks  ago,  the  People’s  Coalition  for  Peace  and  Justice  who  led  a  mule-train 
procession  to  the  offices  of  the  Department  of  Health,  Education  and  Welfare, 
the  thousands  and  thousands  of  American  youth  who  have  been  demonstrating, 
staging  guerilla  theater,  sitting-in,  leafletting  and  talking  to  anyone  who  will 
listen  —  these  people  are  representing  the  73  per  cent  of  Americans  estimated  in 
a  recent  poll  to  favor  total  troop  withdrawal  immediately. 

Many  among  this  7  3  per  cent  may  not  approve  of  all  the  tactics  employed  by 
the  demonstrators,  but  they  can  scarcely  disagree  with  the  intent  —  the  war  must 
end,  soon,  and  if  the  government  won’t  stop  it,  the  burden  falls  on  the  American 
people. 

Who  will  end  the  war?  Apparently  not  Nixon,  who  listens  to  no  one  but 
those  few  who  agree  with  him  and  who  holds  all  the  trump  cards  in  his  malevo¬ 
lent  hand. 

His  plan  for  what  he  calls  “not  just  a  peace  in  our  time,”  but  a  “lasting 
peace,”  consists  of  gradual  monthly  withdrawal  of  American  troops  from  Viet¬ 
nam  and  the  indefinite  maintenance  of  a  “residual  force.” 

Meanwhile,  the  United  States  steps  up  bombing  in  Vietnam.  Meanwhile,  Gen. 
William  Westmoreland  talks  of  an  “electronic  battlefield”  through  which  the 
United  States  can  continue  to  wage  the  war  with  a  minimum  of  soldiers  and 
military  personnel  by  deploying  advanced  electronic  devices.  Perhaps  the  Viet¬ 
namese  can  start  looking  forward  to  the  ghastly  prospect  of  war  by  computer. 
Meanwhile,  a  tortured  and  war-weary  American  public  clammors  for  peace, 
total  peace,  in  Vietnam. 


May  5 

Moratorium  On  Business  As  Usual 


7  a.m.  Induction  Center  701  San  Jacinto 


9  a.m.  Humble  Bldg.  1500  Milam 

Humble  Oil  Co:  is  a  subsidiary  of  Standard  Oil  of  New  Jersey, 
the  thirtieth  largest  defense  contractor  in  the  U.S.  They 
provide  the  fuel  to  run  the  war  machine  in  Indochina 

Noon  Federal  Bldg.  515  Rusk 

1  p.m.  Celebration  of  Life  Hermann  Park 
Bring  music,  food,  life. 

For  information,  contact  the  Houston  Mayday  Tribe  at  the  Peace  Center,  227  4  700 
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The  activities  in  Washington  over  the  last  few  weeks  are  an  attempt  to  force 
the  U.S.  government  to  make  that  peace,  through  display  of  numbers,  testimony 
and  argumentation  in  Congress  and  the  tactic  of  civil  disobedience.  The  strength 
of  these  activities  is  partly  reflected  in  the  unprecedented  national  alliance  of 
anti-war  groups  and  civil  rights  organizations  such  as  the  Southern  Christian 
Leadership  Conference  and  the  National  Welfare  Rights  Organization  demanding 
not  only  peace  and  justice  in  Vietnam,  but  peace  and  justice  at  home  as  well. 


Members  of  the  Vietnam  Veterans  Against  the  War,  whose  actions  and  testi¬ 
mony  so  deeply  moved  the  U.S.  Congress  and  the  American  people,  are  also 
joining  in  the  May  Day  activities,  as  are  many  persons  who  participated  in  the 
massive  peaceful  march  on  April  24. 

The  tactics  of  civil  disobedience,  such  as  sitting  in  at  government  offices  and 
blocking  traffic  in  order  to  prevent  government  workers  from  getting  to  their 
offices,  are  an  interesting  departure  from  the  usual  forms  anti-war  protest  has 
taken.  Perhaps  civil  disobedience,  executed  on  a  large  scale,  will  prove  highly 
effective,  if  not  this  time,  perhaps  in  the  future. 

The  large  marches,  of  which  Washington  has  seen  many,  are  often  little  more 
than  a  one-shot  catharsis  for  the  consciences  of  the  participants.  And  such 
marches  can  and  have  been  easily  dismissed  by  the  men  in  power.  The  tactics  of 
bombings  and  sabotage,  while  potentially  useful,  have  so  far  been  insignificant  in 
their  scope  —  they  have  made  scarcely  a  dent  in  the  war  machine.  Massive  civil 
disobedience  not  only  requires  some  degree  of  commitment  from  the  participants 
but  also  offers  possibilities  for  temporarily  slowing  down  the  governmental  bull¬ 
dozer,  thereby  scoring  a  point  for  the  power  of  the  people. 


(Deputy  Atty.  Gen.  Richard  Kleindienst  dismissed  the  May  Day  activities  as 
“just  a  lot  of  hot  air”  and  “nothing  more  than  an  irritant,”  yet  in  the  same 
breath  announced  that  7,300  police  and  National  Guard  would  be  standing  by 
to  control  the  “hot  air.” 

We  are  aware  of  the  danger  of  accepting  “official”  definitions  of  ourselves. 

But  perhaps  Mr.  Kleindienst’s  analogy  does  have  a  limited  application:  hot  air 
rises,  and  the  American  people  are  rising  to  end  this  war  —  now.  Not  Kleindienst. 
not  all  of  his  police,  not  Nixon,  not  Laird,  not  any  force  of  this  soul-less  govern¬ 
ment  can  stop  the  rising  power  of  an  angry  people  who  decide  that,  finally,  we 
have  had  enough.  


PEOPLE'S 

eouRj 

Kelly  Courts 

(INTERSECTION  OF  THE  BEAUMONT  AND  EASTEX 


POWER  STRUCTURE 


CHARGES: 

Murder  of  Carl  Hampton 

Attempted  Murder  of  Johnny  Coward  and  Bartee  Haile 

Brutalizing  of  the  People  in  Milhy  Park 

Brutalization  of  Black.  Brown  and  Poor  People  Everywhere 


The  People  Are  The  Jury  ! 


SATURDAY.  MAYS 
3  p.m. 


BE  THERE  FOR  JUR  Y  DUTY 


Prairie  View... 

Corn,  from  5 

signed  for  the  whole  purpose  of  getting  students  to  incriminate  other  students.) 

In  addition  to  the  students  charged  with  criminal  acts,  a  much  larger  number 
were  sent  letters  of  suspension  immediately  following  the  riot.  In  these  letters 
they  were  told  they  could  voluntarily  withdraw  from  school  without  blemish  on 
their  records  or  accept  the  hearings  conducted  by  the  college.  If,  however,  a 
student  failed  to  gain  reinstatement  at  his  hearing  this  fact  would  become  a  part 
of  his  permanent  record. 

The  ACLU  became  interested  in  the  matter  when  a  number  of  students  were 
given  letters  of  suspension  after  the  first  hearings  at  Prairie  View.  Their  interest 
centers  on  the  question  of  due  process  as  guaranteed  by  the  Fourteenth  Amend¬ 
ment. 

On  March  17,  ACLU  filed  a  class  action  suit  in  Federal  Judge  Allen  B.  Han- 
nay’s  District  Court  on  behalf  of  three  suspended  students,  Consuela  Marie 
Francis,  Mohammed  Tero  and  Betty  Smith.  In  their  petition  they  asked  for 
temporary  reinstatement  of  these  students  and  all  others  similarly  situated  and 
that  the  court  lay  down  guidelines  to  insure  the  constitutional  rights  of  students 
at  college  hearings. 

In  order  to  get  th  students  back  into  school,  a  motion  for  emergency  relief 
was  filed  in  the  Fifth  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  in  New  Orleans.  A  three-judge 
panel  consisting  of  David  W.  Dyer  of  Miami,  Irving  L.  Goldberg  of  Dallas  and 
Walter  P.  Gerwin  of  Tuscaloosa  denied  this  appeal. 

On  March  31,  Judge  Hannay  dismissed  the  suit  and  plaintiffs  asked  for  emer¬ 
gency  relief  from  Fifth  Circuit  for  the  second  time.  They  drew  the  same  panel 
of  judges  and  the  appeal  was  denied  again.  ACLU  attorneys  Stuart  Nelkin  and 
Henry  Rosenblum  intend  to  pursue  the  case  on  its  merits  and  hope  for  some 
action  around  the  middle  of  May. 

There  seems  to  be  no  way  of  finding  out  the  actual  number  of  students  ori¬ 
ginally  expelled,  permanently  expelled  or  reinstated.  Judge  Hannay  found  that 
84  students  had  been  suspended,  that  of  these,  62  had  taken  the  campus  hearing 
option  and  that  14  had  won  reinstatement.  In  an  effort  to  impeach  Thomas’ 
testimony  in  this  matter,  plaintiffs’  counsel  introduced  a  list  of  names  of  129 
students  who  had  allegedly  been  suspended. 

Thomas  told  the  court  that  the  list  must  have  been  stolen  and  the  judge 
ordered  Nelkin  to  reveal  the  source  under  threat  of  disbarment.  Nelkin  swore 
that  he  had  no  knowledge  that  the  list  was  stolen  and  that  it  had  been  given  to 
Henry  Rosenblum  around  the  middle  of  March  by  Charles  O’Dell  who  at  that 
time  was  a  Department  of  Agriculture  economist  at  Prairie  View.  O’Dell  had 
received  the  list  in  a  letter  from  a  friendly  but  anonymous  dean. 

Thomas  then  confronted  O’Dell  in  the  courtroom,  telling  him  to  leave  the 
campus  immediately.  Thomas  later  agreed  to  hold  off  pending  further  discus¬ 
sion.  O’Dell  was  officially  fired  on  April  9  and  has  been  recalled  to  Washington 
to  finish  work  on  his  doctoral  dissertation.  Washington  is  thought  to  be  sympa, 
thetic,  but  this  is  not  official. 

Another  suspended  teacher,  Karen  Lee,  a  white  assistant  professor  of  home 
economics  with  a  master’s  degree  from  Penn  State,  was  charged  with  such  things 
as  “irresponsible,  unprofessional  and  disloyal  actions  as  a  faculty  member,” 
“creating  disrespect  and  dissatisfaction  for  the  sole  purpose  of  causing  disrup¬ 
tion,”  (emphasis  added)  and  “failure  to  act  as  a  responsible  faculty  member  to 
bring  order  to  the  student  disruption.” 

In  connection  with  this  last  charge  it  should  be  noted  that  while  she  had 
attended  a  play  on  campus  earlier  in  the  evening  of  Feb.  24,  she  had  returned  to 
Houston  before  rioting  broke  out.  Karen  Lee  has  resigned  from  Prairie  View  as 
of  April  26  to  pursue  her  teaching  career  in  the  presumably  less  repressive  at¬ 
mosphere  of  the  Houston  Independent  School  District. 

On  March  10,  the  Texas  Senate  approved  a  resolution  introduced  earlier  by 
Sen.  Barbara  Jordan  to  appoint  a  committee  to  investigate  conditions  at  Prairie 
View.  On  March  25,  a  five-member  panel  was  appointed  by  Lt.  Gov.  Ben 
Barnes.  The  committee  consists  of  chairman  Charles  Herring  of  Austin,  Barbara 
Jordan  of  Houston,  William  T.  Moore  of  Bryan,  O.H.  (Ike)  Harris  of  Dallas  and 
Joe  Christie  of  El  Paso.  In  addition  to  the  five  state  senators  there  is  an  ex-officio 
member,  George  Hudspeth  of  Beaumont.  Dudspeth  is  a  graduate  of  Prairie  View 
who  was  recommended  to  Barnes  by  Thomas. 

No  date  has  been  set  for  the  opening  of  the  hearings  but  a  member  of  the 
board  of  the  Texas  Intercollegiate  Students’  Association  (TISA)  which  has  been 
urging  the  committee  to  get  the  hearings  underway  this  semester  is  hopeful  of 
action  sometime  in  May.  TISA  has  been  working  on  revisions  in  the  Prairie 
View  student  handbook  and  intends  to  present  the  results  to  the  committee. 

At  present  TISA’s  major  project  in  connection  with  Prairie  View  is  that  of 
handling  the  Prairie  View  Legal  Defense  Fund  which  is  still  considerably  short  of 
its  announced  goal  of  $10,000.  Because  of  the  number  of  cases  involved  and  be¬ 
cause  a  considerable  amount  of  legal  work  is  yet  to  be  done,  money  is  urgently 
needed  for  this  fund.  Contributions  may  be  sent  in  care  of  David  Jones,  UH 
Student  Association  at  the  University  of  Houston. 

V 

Up  to  the  minute  accounts  of  anti¬ 
war  Mayday  activities  will  be  broad¬ 
cast  on  Pacifica  radio,  FM  90.  Mitch 
Green  and  Jeff  Shero  will  be  coordin¬ 
ating  the  play  by  play  action  from  San 
Francisco,  Kent  State,  St.  Louis,  Bos¬ 
ton  and  Washington,  D.C.  along  with 
reports  by  the  Pacifica  Washington 
news  team,  and  calls  from  the  Texas 
encampment  in  Rock  Creek  Park. 


Pacifica  May 
Day  Coverage 


On  Wednesday,  May  5,  total  cov¬ 
erage  will  begin  at  10  a.m.  and  run 
through  the  night.  Local  guests,  cal¬ 
lers,  GI  testimony,  news  of  the  strike 

and  efforts  of  demonstrations  to  block 
the  throughways  of  Washington  will 
be  featured.  News  coverage  Thursday 
and  Friday  will  report  on  any  con¬ 
tinuing  activities. 


grand  dragon  at  rice 

This  is  a  photo  of  Frank  Converse.  Frank  is  Texas  Grand  Dragon  of  the 
United  Klans  of  America.  This  picture  was  taken  Monday,  April  26,  when 
Converse  was  speaking  before  a  packed  auditorium  at  Rice  University.  Rice 
students  received  Frank  politely,  as  is  their  style.  (Read  more  about  Frank 
in  related  story,  page  4.)  Photo  by  Juliette  Brown 


$ 


i  m'i  & 

mm 


AJvAJV-JLM 


6UE5T 


1610  <OHENEyEI\J 

DOWNTOWN :  6  BLK?  OF  MAIN  STREET- 

°  Wirjg 
S>efUp5 
6m  UNTIL  Zm 


£> 


MAY  4, 1971/PAGE  7; 


Mti  i 


Music 


Demian  Demian 
(ABC-Dunhill  ABCS-718) 

Demian  is  a  California  rock  group 
with  two  lead  guitarists  and  a  bassist 
and  a  good  drummer  —  and,  if  you 
get  right  down  to  it  they’re  from 
Houston.  Formerly  known  as  the 
Bubble  Puppy,  they  split  the  local 
scene  many  long  months  ago  in  search 
of  greener  pastures.  Somewhere  in 
between  they  met  up  with  Nick  St. 
Nicholas  of  Steppenwolf  who  pro¬ 
duced  Demian. 

The  name  change  from  Bubble  Pup- 
pyis  right  in  line  with  the  new  set-up. 
Both  Steppenwolf  and  Demian  are 
titles  of  novels  by  Herman  Hesse.  Both 
of  these  groups  record  for  Dunhill. 
But  what’s  in  a  name:  this  is  still 
Bubble  Puppy. 

It  takes  only  one  playing  to  realize 
that  this  is  the  same  group  that  you 
heard  at  Love  Street  and  the  Pasadena 
Elks  Club  Teen  Dance  and  the  Greater 
Houston  Teenage  Fair  and  all  the 
other  hot  spots  on  the  teen  music  cir¬ 
cuit  that  Bubble  Puppy  was  such  an 
integral  part  of. 

This  is  the  same  group  that  put  out 
an  album  with  International  Artists  a 
couple  of  years  ago  entitled  “A  Gath¬ 
ering  of  Promises.”  (The  album  re¬ 
ceived  the  standard  I.S.  shuck  and 
jive,  namely  poor  production  and  pro¬ 
motion,  and  as  a  result  was  heard  only 
in  a  limited  part  of  the  South.)  The 
new  release  is  well  mixed  and  con¬ 
ceived,  but  the  marked  similarity  to 
the  music  on  the  first  l.p.  is  somewhat 
disturbing:  you’d  think  that  in  three 
years  a  group’s  music  would  go  through 
some  changes  (stylistic  or  whatever) 
but  that’s  not  the  case  here. 

The  guitar  leads  are  improved,  and 
overall  the  music  is  much  cleaner,  ap¬ 
parently  thanks  to  the  production. 
Only  one  song  is  carried  from  the 
first  album,  “Todd’s  Tune”  (Todd 


being  guitarist  Todd  Potter).  Potter’s 
acoustic  number  “Love  People”  is  pos¬ 
sibly  the  album’s  finest,  a  turn  away 
from  the  subtly  blended  rockers  that 
characterize  the  group. 

Drummer  David  Fore  is  hot,  to  say 
the  least,  and  demonstrates  his  consis¬ 
tency  on  “Todd’s  Tune.”  Compare 
the  song  to  its  previously  recorded 
version.  The  drumming  is  identical. 
Not  one  beat  or  clang  out  of  time  or 
changed  in  any  way  in  two  years.  He 
must  have  liked  it  that  way. 

Bassist  Roy  Cox  and  guitarist  Rod 
Prince  co-authored  three  of  the  songs, 
and  Cox  wrote  two  others,  including 

their  new  single  “Face  the  Crowd” 
z 

—that  you  can  hear  on  top  40  stations 
20  or  30  times  a  day. 

Heavy  airplay  on  the  teeny-bopper 
stations  should  guarantee  Demian  a 
good  turnout  for  their  upcoming  con¬ 
certs  at  Of  Our  Own,  but  how  many 
of  the  old  heavies  will  be  coming  back 
for  the  return  of  Bubble  Puppy? 


Mud  Slide  Slim  James  Taylor 
(Warner  Brothers  BS  2561) 

I  don’t  know  if  you’re  into  James 
Taylor  much;  we  had  a  copy  of  Sweet 
Baby  James  lying  around  the  house 
and  I  used  to  play  it  some  but  with  no 
real  zeal.  I  had  already  heard  “Fire  & 
Rain”  about  500  times  on  KILT  and 
read  the  story  about  Taylor  in  Time 
magazine  and  I  don’t  believe  all  this 
uproar  about  the  new  rock. 

I  wasn’t  even  motivated  enough  to 
make  my  way  down  to  Hofheinz  Pa¬ 
vilion  to  the  concert,  despite  the  fact 
that  I  really  like  to  hear  music  there, 
and  despite  the  $3.50  to  $5.50  ticket 
prices,  denoting  super-stardom.  I  knew 
who  he  was  and  I  was  vaguely  aware 
of  the  music  he  was  into  but  was  unin¬ 
terested. 

I  got  a  copy  of  the  new  release  en¬ 
titled  Mud  Slide  Slim  the  other  day 
and  sat  down  to  listen  to  it.  . .  wow. .. 
haven’t  I  been  here  before  .  .  .  good¬ 
night  my  moonlight  lady,  rock-a-bye 
sweet  baby  James  ....  I  remember 
you  one  night  at  Randy  &  Melinda’s 
bus,  you  came  up  on  the  tape  after 


Neil  Young  and  we  sat  sleepily  trans¬ 
fixed  ....  somehow  I  have  come  to 
realize  the  reason  for  Taylor’s  success 
and  popularity,  communication  of 
feeling  through  song,  feeling  happy, 
lonely,  restless,  sad  ....  Mud  Slide 
Slim  is  Taylor’s  third. 

Thirteen  new  songs,  two  from 
friends,  Taylor  did  the  rest.  Joni 
Mitchell  is  on  the  album;  a  pleasant 
surprise  to  say  the  least.  She’s  got  a 
new  album  coming  out  soon,  I  think 
Taylor  is  in  on  it.  There’s  a  musicians 
group  around  this  thing  that’s  similar 
to  the  loose  knit  John  Sebastion—  Jef¬ 
ferson  Airplane— Grateful  Dead— Cros¬ 
by,  Stills,  etc.  alliance;  they  all  seem 
to  end  up  on  each  other’s  albums. 

Taylor  is  the  unnamed  leader  of  the 
unnamed  group,  represented  here  by 
sister  Kate  Taylor  and  Carole  King 
and  Danny  Kootch,  who  is  somebody 
significant  to  young  James’  career  but 
I  forget  who.  I  don’t  know  if  it  really 
means  anything,  but  Peter  Asher  (of 
Peter  and  Gordon  fame  —  remember 
“True  Love  Ways”)  produced  the  al¬ 
bum  and  is  credited  with  playing  the 
tambourine  on  one  of  the  cuts. 

The  music  is  at  once  simple  and 
complex  and  comes  from  inside,  weav¬ 
ing  story  and  emotion.  Dig  “Soldiers”: 

It  was  just  after  sunrise 
And  down  by  the  sea 
Down  on  the  sand  flats 
Where  nothing  will  grow 
Come  drumming  and  footsteps 
Like  out  of  a  dream 
Where  the  golden  green  waters 
come  in 

Just  nine  lucky  soldiers  had  come 
Through  the  night 
Half  of  them  wounded 
And  barely  alive 
Just  nine  out  of  twenty  were 
headed  for  home 
With  eleven  sad  stories  to  tell 
I  remember  quite  clearly  when  I 
got  out  of  bed 

I  said,  oh,  good  morning,  what  a 
beautiful  day. 

James  Taylor  has  the  fine  ability 
of  putting  you  down  in  the  hole  he’s 
in,  or  up  on  the  cloud  he’s  on,  as  the 
case  may  be.  No  doubt  living  at  Mar¬ 
tha’s  Vineyard  with  rich  parents  spurs 
creative  ability.  If  you  have  every¬ 
thing  you  want  materially,  you  are 
free  to  explore  any  realm  of  possibili¬ 
ties.  The  whole  family  is  doing  music, 
communicating  feeling  to  one  degree 
or  another,  sharing  head  trips  with 
skill  and  abandon,  bought  and  paid 
for. 

I  wonder  how  many  James  Tay¬ 
lor’s  lose  themselves  in  a  fight  for 
physical  survival. 

—Jim  Shannon 


Sticky  Fingers  Rolling  Stones 

Don’t  expect  too  much  from  the 
Rolling  Stones’  new  album,  Sticky 
Fingers.  It  kind  of  drags  along,  the 
guitarists  sounding  as  if  they  had  been 
recruited  from  an  old  folks’  home. 
Are  those  arthritic  wrists? 

The  Stones  make  a  feeble  attempt 
to  recreate  the  energy  level  of  Let  It 
Bleed.  They  fail  miserably. 

There  aren’t  nearly  the  number  of 
guest  artists  on  Sticky  Fingers  as  on 
Let  It  Bleed.  Most  of  the  album  is 
raw  Stones,  which  leads  me  to  believe 
that  the  creative  responsibility  for  Let 
It  Bleed  should  go  to  Leon  Russell,  A1 
Kooper,  Merry  Clayton,  Nicky  Hop¬ 
kins,  Ry  Cooder  and  the  rest  —  not  to 
the  Stones. 

All  the  songs  were  written  by  Mick 
Jagger  and  Keith  Richard  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  “You  Gotta  Move,”  written 
by  Mississippi  Fred  McDowell.  The 
real  Fred  McDowell  at  Liberty  Hall 
last  week  was  eons  better  than  the 
Stones’  cheap  imitation. 

Perhaps  the  most  interesting  thing 
about  the  album  is  its  jacket.  Designed 
by  Andy  Warhol,  the  front  is  a  photo 
of  a  man’s  midsection  (with  a  work¬ 
ing  zipper)  and  the  back  is  a  shot  of 
the  back  of  a  man’s  midsection.  Open 
up  the  jacket,  and  there  he  is  again, 
stripped  to  his  jockey  shorts.  How¬ 
ever  the  dude  on  the  front  appears  to 
be  much  more  excited  than  he  is  in¬ 
side. 

The  photo  on  the  inside  must  have 
been  taken  after  he  heard  the  album. 

_ — Gavan  Duffy 


Mad  Dogs: 
Two  Views 


1 

First  there  was  Easy  Rider ,  with  its 
emphasis  on  content.  Then  there  was 
Woodstock,  an  exercise  in  pure  form 
and  sound  with  almost  no  content. 
Mad  Dogs  and  Englishmen  offers  the 
best  of  both.  Joe  Cocker,  Leon  Rus¬ 
sell  and  friends  provide  a  media  exper¬ 
ience  which  communicates  the  height¬ 
ened  sensual  consciousness  of  our 
generation  in  our  favorite  electric 
medium  of  techno-visual  rock’n’roll 
Cont.  on  9 
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color.  The  characters  in  the  42-mem¬ 
ber  melodic  commune  are  straight 
out  of  the  comics.  The  music  is  four- 
track  mind-blowing  stereo.  And  the 
dialogue  is  bits  of  far  out  fun  and 
honest  communication. 

The  movie  is  a  live,  almost  circular, 
round  of  experiences  shared  by  the 
troupe.  They  rock  and  roll  across 
country  from  concerts  in  New  York 
City,  San  Francisco,  Honolulu,  Dallas 
and  a  small  New  York  town  in  a  red, 
white  and  blue  “Cocker  Power”  jet. 

Their  pilgrimage  involves  more  than 
just  music,  laughter,  love,  picnics  and 
stoned  conversation.  A  humorous  rap 
with  groupies  and  a  back  stage  con¬ 
frontation  with  a  drunken  redneck 
contribute  to  the  reality  of  the  con¬ 
cert  tour  scene.  The  sights  and  sounds 
of  their  experiences  (hassles)  in  Dallas 
come  in  familiar  shades  of  the  culture- 
gap,  Texas  style. 

The  uncoordinated,  reeling  Joe 
Cocker  singing  his  rock  music  makes 
up  the  core  of  the  film.  Behind 
scenes  he  shares  his  feelings  with  you. 
Talking  about  being  ten  years  old, 
singing  in  front  of  the  mirror,  using  a 
tennis  racket  as  a  guitar:  “I  was  just  a 
kid,  full  of  shit.”  There  isn’t  much 
more  you  can  ask  of  an  artist  other 
than  for  him  to  share  his  thing  with 
you. 

You  respond  to  him  as  the  central 
figure  of  the  film,  although  other 
characters  are  much  more  interesting 
and  mythical. 

Leon  Russell  is  the  cool,  quietly 
wise  personage  of  the  film.  Strongly 
and  beautifully  he  embodies  the  new 
generation’s  consciousness:  directing, 
grasping  and  embracing  the  music 
with  the  whole  body  and  all  its  senses. 
On  his  piano  and  guitar  Russell  stays 
in  the  background,  but  he  steals  the 
show  on  the  basis  of  his  concern  with 
the  deep  psychic  level  on  which  his 
musical  experience  operates. 

Russell’s  black  magic  personality, 
coupled  with  Joe  Cocker’s  uncoordin¬ 
ated  rock  and  the  42-member  singing 
commune  transforms  the  concert  into 


a  very  surrealistic,  imaginative  experi¬ 
ence.  Along,  any  part  of  this  musical 
troupe  could  not  succeed,  but  the 
combination  is  successful. 

This  collage  of  forms,  sounds,  cities, 
people  and  emotions  serves  to  develop 
an  effective  background  for  the  music, 
which  is  quite  varied  and  always  good. 
The  troupe  sings  some  of  Russell’s 
own  songs  like  “Delta  Lady”  and 
“Give  Peace  a  Chance”  (“so  the  world 
can  rock  and  roll”).  Fo.  three  hours 
you  watch  44  beautiful  individuals 
rock  and  roll  across  the  U.S.  You 
make  friends  with  them,  you  want  to 
know  them  better.  So  you  go  back 
again  and  it’s  worth  it. 

—Melinda  Chapman 


2 

Joe  Cocker,  Leon  Russell  and  42 
of  their  friends  on  an  American  tour 
—  what  an  idea  for  a  movie!  I  can  see 
the  wheels  spinning  in  the  head  of 
some  cultural  rip-off  artist  in  the  MGM 
promotion  department  as  they  made 
plans  to  produce  Mad  Dogs  and  Eng¬ 
lishmen. 

With  few  difficulties  Cocker  and 
the  gang  could  be  captured  on  film, 
with  a  sound  track  similar  to  the  pop¬ 
ular  double  album  by  the  same  name. 
All  that  needed  to  be  done  was  to  fol¬ 
low  them  around  the  conntry  taping 
and  shooting.  Maybe  it  wasn’t  quite 
like  that,  but  it  definitely  wasn’t  the 
brainstorm  of  a  filmmaker  hoping  to 
create  a  great  film. 

Plainly  and  simply,  it  is  a  documen¬ 
tary-travelogue  of  the  tour,  depicting 
the  entertaining,  humorous  and  pecu¬ 
liar  things  that  happened  on  the  road. 

The  movie  could  have  said  much 
more  if  some  thought  had  been  given 
to  its  content.  A  statement  or  idea 
would  have  made  it  more  interesting 
(see  Gimme  Shelter  or  Woodstock). 


Personally,  I  would  have  liked  to  have 
seen  more  emphasis  put  on  how  bor¬ 
ing,  grueling  and  degrading  a  concert 
tour  really  is.  Not  the  glamour,  ex¬ 
citement  and  bright  lights  up  front, 
but  the  cold  bus  rides  early  in  the 
morning  after  an  all  night  plane  flight, 
or  the  days  spent  in  a  hotel  room 
watching  TV.  Scenes  such  as  these 
were  there,  but  left  undeveloped;  they 
were  used  as  anecdotes  between  con¬ 
certs. 

We  see  Joe  Cocker  hustled  from 
crowd  to  crowd  and  person  to  person 
throughout  the  tour,  receiving  com¬ 
ments  such  as,  “So  you’re  Joe  Cocker, 
I  have  all  your  records”  and  “Ohhhh 
Joe  Cocker.  Which  one  of  you  is  Joe?” 
Or  the  hype  sessions  at  local  radio 
stations.  But  this  still  isn’t  where  the 
emphasis  is  placed. 

Music  is  the  theme  of  the  movie. 

And  with  the  four-track  super  sound 
system  installed  at  the  Memorial  The¬ 
ater  and  the  music  mixed  by  Glyn 
Johns  (Rolling  Stones,  etc.),  this  has 
to  be  one  of  the  best  live  recordings  I 
have  ever  heard,  which  prevents  the 
movie  from  being  a  complete  bore. 
With  the  wailing,  driving  sounds  of 
Joe  Cocker  and  the  smooth,  expert  ar¬ 
rangements  by  Leon  Russell  blasting 
through  the  theater,,  the  senselessness 
and  lack  of  any  clear  direction  is  easily 
forgotten. 

The  split  screen,  made  recently  pop¬ 
ular  by  other  rock  films  ( Woodstock 
notably),  was  used  lavishly  and  often 
poorly.  In  the  early  scenes,  the  splits 
tended  to  detract  from  one  another 
instead  of  presenting  a  unified  image. 
And  how  come  it  is  that  throughout 
the  film  we  see  Leon  Russell’s  back  as 
he  does  a  lead  rift,  or  the  saxaphone 
player  while  Joe  Cocker’s  singing  his 
lungs  out? 

It  might  be  worth  two  bucks  to 
hear  the  music  on  the  excellent  quad- 
rosonic  sound  system  they  have.  But 
if  you  have  a  really  good  stereo,  it 
might  be  a  better  idea  to  buy  the 
album. 

—Bobby  Eakin 
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A  few  weeks  ago  a  shaggy,  31  year  old  freak 
appeared  before  Houston  City  Council,  stated 
that  he  had  been  arrested  during  the  Milby  Park 
incident  and  that  he  had  a  few  complaints  about 
the  treatment  which  he  had  received.  In  fact, 
there  were  several  furry  witnesses  before  the 
council  following  that  incident,  but  this  particu¬ 
lar  one  seemed  to  catch  the  council’s  often 
straying  attention  when  he  claimed  to  be  a  for¬ 
mer  state  legislator  from  Pasadena  district.  • 

That’s  Arthur  Vance,  and  that’s  exactly  what 
he  is:  a  respectable,  liberal  member  of  the  Texas 
House  of  Representatives  fallen  to  hippiedom 
and  radical  philosophy.  Space  City!  ’s  Dennis 
Fitzgerald  talked  to  Arthur  about  his  unortho¬ 
dox  odyssey.  Here  are  a  few  of  the  things  he 
had  to  say. 

*  *  * 

I  was  involved  in  the  Kennedy  campaign  in  60. 
Then  I  went  to  school,  finished  school,  and  re¬ 
turned  to  the  Houston  area.  I  moved  to  the  Pasa¬ 
dena  area  for  political  reasons,  because  at  the  time 
labor  was  strong  there,  and  also  .  . .  there’s  a  bit 
of  nationalism  there,  you  know.  If  you’re  from 
Pasadena,  you  pick  up  a  lot  of  votes  just  because 
you’re  from  Pasadena. 

I  was  endorsed  by  most  of  the  liberal  coalition 
the  first  time  —  with  the  exception  of  some  of  the 
labor  unions  —  mainly  endorsed  by  the  black  com¬ 
munity  and  independent  liberals.  Because  of  that 
some  of  the  labor  unions  supported  me;  and  some 
didn’t.  ^ 

What  happened  to  that  coalition?  The  city  ad¬ 
ministration  of  Pasadena,  the  police,  the  local  of¬ 
ficials,  judges  -  they  can 't  be  construed  as  liberal. 

Oh  no,  it  doesn’t  include  those  people.  The 
coalition  still  exists.  It’s  blacks,  chicanos,  inde¬ 
pendent  liberals  and  labor.  Since  then  they’ve 
drifted  in  a  different  direction  than  1  have. 
They’ve  gone  more  to  the  establishment.  They 
operate  under  the  premise  that  part  of  the  loaf  is 
better  than  none  at  all.  And  I  went  the  other  di¬ 
rection. 

In  the  past,  they  haven’t  been  involved  in  city 
elections,  only  in  Democratic  Party  politics.  A  lot 
of  the  people  who  work  in  the  coalition  also  work 
in  city  elections,  but  not  in  an  organized  way. 
They’ve  always  avoided  it  in  the  past  because  they 
said  it  would  create  dissension,  you  see. 

What  happened  to  change  your  ideas  about 
things  when  you  were  in  Austin? 

Well,  you  can’t  help  but  see  the  futility  of 
working  within  the  system  in  Austin.  You  can’t 
get  a  voice  in  anything.  It’s  completely  managed, 
the  whole  system  in  Austin  is  managed  by  just  a 
few  people  —  the  Lt.  Governor,  the  Governor  and 
the  Speaker  —  and  you’re  assigned  to  committees. 

I  was  usually  the  one  on  the  committee  that 
wasn’t  the  Speaker’s  man,  or  the  establishment’s 
man.  You  know,  the  vote  goes  20-1, 17-1,  and 
that  doesn’t  give  you  very  much  satisfaction.  I 
mean,  there’s  no  use  being  there  unless  you  can 


do  something.  And  you  can’t  do  anything  there 
if  you’re  independent,  or  if  you  really  want  to  do 
anything  other  than  pass  legislation  on  stock 
transactions  and  gas  and  oil  and  insurance.  I  was 
there  from  1966  to  ‘71. 

How  do  the  lobbyists  treat  you  there ? 

Well,  at  first  ...  but  it  didn’t  take  long  to  see 
that  I  wasn’t  interested.  I  never  attended  a  lot  of 
the  legislative  functions  where  the  lobbyists  are, 
the  cocktail  parties  and  things  like  that.  Of  course 
they  resent  that.  There  are  all  kinds  of  little 
tricks  that  they  pull  on  people. 

Like,  the  Governor’s  wife  organizes  the  legisla¬ 
tive  ladies.  They  have  teas  at  the  Governor’s 
mansion.  And  the  first  few  weeks,  before  any 
crucial  votes  are  taken  and  everything,  before 
there’s  any  polarization,  well,  everybody’s  invited. 

Then  after  you  make  your  first  vote  against  them, 
then  your  wife  isn’t  invited  to  the  tea  anymore. 
And  then  she  asks  around,  and  she  maybe  finds 
out  it’s  because  you’re  a  renegade  or  something, 
or  you  don’t  go  along  with  their  program.  So 
you’re  just  not  socially  accepted.  They  expect 
the  wifes  to  put  pressure  on  their  husbands  to 
come  across  and  vote  their  way. 

That’s  just  one  of  the  ways.  You  know,  the 
lobbyists  keep  a  record  on  everybody  in  the  leg¬ 
islature.  They  know  their  weaknesses,  like  if 
they’re  drinkers  or  if  they  like  women  or  they 
like  money.  They  know  how  to  get  to  every¬ 
body. 

I  remember  one  time,  the  old  boy  that 
shared  an  office  with  me  was,  I  guess,  at  most  a 
populist.  You  know,  he  was  liberal  on  banking 
and  insurance,  stuff  like  that,  but  not  on  civil 
rights.  And  he  was  an  ex-alcoholic.  He  really 
fought  the  booze,  you  know.  He  really  spoke 
against  booze.  He  wasn’t  the  sort  that’d  go  night- 
clubbing  or  anything. 

Anyway,  one  of  the  loan  shark  lobbyists  asked 
me  one  day  —  he  said,  you  know.  I’m  having 
trouble  with  Jim  Clark.  He  won’t  come  out  to 
the  Caravan  Club.  He  doesn’t  drink  or  party  or 
run  with  the  girls  or  anything  like  that.  He  said, 
how  do  you  suggest  we  get  a  chance  to  talk  to 
him?  And  I  said,  well,  have  you  ever  tried  just 
coming  in  to  his  office  and  sitting  across  the  desk 
from  him  and  giving  him  the  information  you’d 
like?  And  he  said,  no,  I’d  never  thought  of  that, 
but,  by  god,  we  might  try  it. 

All  the  lobbying  that  goes  on  —  it’s  not  like 
somebody  brings  you  a  report  or  gives  you  some 
information.  It’s  all  a  social  thing.  The  entire 
political  arena  in  Texas  is  a  social  order. 

Did  you  find  any  people  there  you  could  relate 
to? 

There  are  25  or  30  people  in  the  House  that 
have  some  degree  of  political  integrity  and  would 
vote  with  you  on  most  issues.  In  fact,  they  were 
called  the  Dirty  Thirty.  The  first  session  I  met 
with  them  and  there  was  so  much  internal  politics, 


Odys 

Of 

Legist 


jockeying  around,  people  that  wanted  to  be  the 
chairman,  or  the  leader,  or  the  Lt.  Governor  or 
something.  They  were  using  that  organization  of 
people  to  further  their  own  political  goals.  So,  in 
the  second  session  I  didn’t  participate  in  that, 
either. 

That’s  one  of  the  reasons  I  left.  It’s  impossible 
to  be  in  that  and  not  be  a  part  of  the  game  that’s 
played.  The  House  vs.  the  Senate.  And  there’s  a 
great  deal  ,  even  by  the  best  people  there,  of 
pride  of  authorship.  People  will  take  an  issue  and 


\Vce  Harass  p. 


Student  *°e 


This  is  just  a  small  story  of  police 
repression  in  Houston.  No  one  was 
killed  this  time,  no  one  maimed,  just  a 
little  incident  in  the  life  of  a  Rice 
graduate  student  from  Sierra  Leone. 
An  incident  that  has  resulted  in  his 
feeling  insecure  whenever  he  walks  or 
rides  his  bike  around  the  city  and  that 
has  made  him  wonder  just  what  kind 
of  democracy  and  freedom  we  are  try¬ 
ing  to  shove  down  the  throats  of 
people  all  over  the  world. 

Alimamy  kabba  was  sitting  around 
his  apartment  on  Dryden  visiting  with 
a  friend  from  Nigeria  Sunday  night, 
April  18.  He  was  drinking  a  can  of 
Sprite.  Before  walking  with  his  friend 
out  to  the  car  parked  in  front,  he 
reached  in  the  refrigerator  for  another 
Sprite,  and  then  the  two  walked 
outside. 

As  he  was  leaning  over  the  car, 
saying  goodby  to  his  friend,  he  pop¬ 
ped  the  top  of  the  Sprite  and  put  it  to 
his  lips,  only  to  discover  that  he  had 
grabbed  a  beer  by  mistake.  The  next 
thing  he  knew,  a  pair  of  hands  had 
grabbed  him  roughly  from  behind  and 
thrown  him  against  the  car. 

It  was  one  of  Houston’s  finest,  out 
protecting  the  citizens.  The  officer  of 


the  law  asked  the  usual  questions  a- 
bout  Alimamy ’s  occupation  and  raison 
d'etre.  He  didn’t  believe  that  Alimamy 
was  a  student,  although  Alimamy  had 
offered  to  take  the  cop  inside  and 
show  him  his  student  identification. 

The  cop  then  accused  Alimamy  of 
violating  the  Laws  of  the  State  of 
Texas  by  drinking  beer  after  midnight. 
Alimamy  replied  that  he  had  never 
heard  of  such  a  law,  although  he  had 
been  in  the  country  only  since  last 
October.  The  cop  replied  that  the 
Law  was  written  on  the  beer  can. 
When  Alimamy  started  to  inspect  his 
beer  can  to  read  the  Law,  Officer  R.C. 
Valenta,  no  fool,  grabbed  the  can  and 
threw  it  into  some  neighbor’s  front 
yard. 

Officer  Valenta  then  said  he’d  have 
to  take  Alimamy  to  the  police  station 
and  told  Alimamy’s  friend  to  move  on 
or  he’d  spend  the  night  in  jail  too.  The 
friend  refused.  Alimamy  then  offered 


to  go  along  to  the  station,  but  wanted 
to  first  go  in  and  tell  his  roommate. 
This  was,  of  course,  not  allowed  and 
the  cops  shoved  him  into  their  car  in 
their  usual  gentle  manner. 

Since  Alimamy  was  obviously  a 
dangerous  criminal,  the  cops  (should 
I  start  calling  them  pigs  yet?)  decided 
to  handcuff  him.  (Alimamy  told  me 
he  hasn’t  been  able  to  hold  a  pencil 
since  the  incident,  that  he  repeatedly 
told  the  cops  that  his  wrists  were  in 
great  pain.)  He  was  roughed  up  some 
more  in  the  police  station,  verball, 
abused  —  all  standard  operating  pro¬ 
cedure  —  and  then  finally  let  go  with¬ 
out  being  charged  with  anything,  but 
an  admonition  to  acquaint  himself 
with  the  Laws  of  the  State  of  Texas. 

This  is  only  the  latest  in  a  series  of 
similar  incidents  Alimamy  has  en¬ 
countered  since  coming  to  our  fair 
city.  He  told  me,  “That  was  the  turn¬ 


ing  point.  The  last  thing  they  can  do 
is  put  a  bullet  through  my  head.  They 
have  insulted  me:  they  have  called 
me  ‘son  of  a  bitch.’  They  have 
thrown  water  over  my  head.  Others 
have  sometimes  apologized  to  me  a- 
bout  my  treatment.  They  will  apolo¬ 
gize  to  me  in  my  grave.” 

He  talked  about  how  American  cit¬ 
izens  in  his  country  are  not  molested, 
are  protected  by  police  when  neces¬ 
sary.  He  said  he  has  studied  in  other 
countries  of  the  world,  has  traveled 
extensively  and  never  encountered 
such  treatment  as  he  has  encountered 
here.  He  knows  it  is  because  of  his 
black  skin,  but  he  is  still  confused  and 
amazed  by  it. 

He  talked  about  how  we  are  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  the  “champions  of  dem¬ 
ocracy,”  how  we  want  other  coun¬ 
tries  in  the  Third  World  to  follow  our 
example,  and  seemed  to  think  there 
was  some  sort  of  inconsistancy  in  it 
all. 

I  asked  him  if  he  had  met  many 
black  Americans,  if  he  thought  we 
reserved  this  sort  of  treatment  only 
for  visitors  from  other  countries.  He 
said  he  is  afraid  to  go  out  and  meet 
anyone. 

—Tom  Hylden 
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take  it  off  on  their  own,  rather  than  just  saying 
here’s  a  problem,  let’s  all  work  on  it.  But  they’d 
like  to  be  identified  with  some  kind  of  an  issue  to 
support  their  own  re-election.  You  always  have 
that  hanging  over  your  head,  that  no  matter  what 
you  do  you  always  know  you  have  to  run  for  re- 
election  in  order  to  do  anything.  The  conflict  is 
how  much  you  are  willing  to  go  along  with  the 
other  side  to  get  part  of  what  you  want  done.  And 
the  people  who  stay  decide  that  it’s  worth  some¬ 
thing  to  compromise  their  own  values  if  they  can 


get  something  done. 

Did  you  see  any  loosening  up  in  those  condi¬ 
tions  while  you  were  there?  Are  there  more 
mavericks? 

No.  Nothing’s  changing  at  all. 

Some  of  the  people  that  are  complaining  this 
session  —  screaming  about  code  of  ethics  in  the 
legislature  —  1  know  them.  I  know  they’ve  taken 
stocks  in  the  same  way.  I  was  offered  stocks  in 
San  Jacinto  Savings  and  Loan  when  they  first 
formed.  I  could  of  gotten  stocks  in  Mercantile 
Bank  here  in  Houston. 

How  were  those  offers  made  to  you? 

Well,  the  San  Jacinto  Savings  and  Loan  just 
sent  a  letter  on  their  own  letterhead,  saying  that 
they  were  offering  stock  at  $1G  a  share  and  if  I 
needed  the  money  to  buy  the  stock,  they’d  be 
glad  to  loan  it  to  me  and  the  stocks  would  hold  up 
as  collateral  for  the  loan.  It  was  exactly  the  same 
type  of  manipulation.  And  you  know  that  when 
a  bank  first  organizes  that  they  do  things  to  in¬ 
flate  the  stock  and  then  you  take  your  money  and 
get  out.  It’s  actually  their  money  that  you  use, 
but  you  make  your  profit  and  get  out.  You  do^’t 
do  like  Gus  Mutscher  did.  The  reason  that  he 
lost  money  on  that  transaction  doesn’t  speak  very 
well  for  his  intelligence.  Because  even  I  know  how 
you  play  that  game. 

What  about  us  -  the  movement,  the  counter¬ 
culture,  whatever  you  want  to  call  it;  it 's  hard  to 
define  the  limits  these  days.  What  should  we  be 
doing? 

I’ve  been  searching  for  a  way  to  the  change, 
but  I  really  haven’t ...  I  guess  I’m  about  as  much 
a  pacifist  as  you  can  be,  so  I  don’t  feel  comfor¬ 
table  talking  like  some  people  about  a  bloody  rev¬ 
olution.  I  don’t  see  that  it  would  help  to  over¬ 
throw  this  government  and  still  have  80  per  cent 
of  the  people  remain  the  way  they  are.  You’d 
have  to  keep  them  under  lock  and  key.  That 
seems  to  be  a  dead  end  to  me. 

The  electoral  process  is  so  fucked  up  I  don’t 
see  how  the  change  could  be  made  that  way.  I 
personally  thought  that  if  you  know  a  way  of  life 
to  live  without  hurting  anybody  else,  just  go 
ahead  and  do  it  and  hope  that  people  would  fol¬ 
low,  but  I  found  out  that  that’s  impossible  too. 
You  just  can’t  go  about  your  life  and  not  give 
anybody  any  trouble  and  not  expect  to  be  given 
any  trouble.  I’ve  been  constantly  harrassed  ever 
since  I  left  the  legislature  and  started  living  my 
life  as  I  chose. 

You  just  kind  of  have  to  play  it  by  ear  and  see 
what  does  happen.  I’ve  thrown  myself  in  with 
the  people  who  are  dissatisfied  with  what’s  hap¬ 
pening.  I  consider  myself  one  of  the  troops,  and 
if  anybody  comes  up  with  an  answer,  I’ll  be 
there  to  do  it. 

If  you  had  to  pick  out  ideas  within  the  counter¬ 
culture  that  are  subversive  ideas,  things  that  are 
likely  to  lead  to  radical  change,  without  being 


co-opted,  what  would  those  be? 

I  think  the  main  thing  is  to  establish  a  com¬ 
munity,  to  make  a  place  where  you’re  safe. 

Where  you’re  physically  safe,  but  also,  if  you 
could  find  a  collection  of  people  large  enough 
that  just  didn’t  want  to  take  any  shit  or  give  any 
shit,  and  if  they  could  experiment  with  that,  and 
if  it  could  work  theniother  people  are  going  to  see 
it. 

What  you  have  to  do  is,  you  have  to  form  this 
community.  I’m  not  saying  that  you  have  to  have 
a  leader  and  an  organization,  but  you  have  to  be 
able  to  go  ahead  and  resist  what  they  would  put 
on  you.  You  have  to  tell  'em,  I  reject,  and  you 
have  to  tell  them  in  a  loud  voice,  I  reject  what 
you’ve  handed  down  to  me.  I  haven’t  seen  enough 
of  that.  I  do  believe  that  resistance  —  you  know, 
just  resist  their  bullshit  every  chance  you  get  and 
go  ahead  and  place  yourself  in  that  community. 

What  I  don’t  like.  .  .  I’ve  been  to  peace  rallies 
and  things  like  that.  And  I  see  the  same  thing 
happening  there  that  I  saw  happening  in  estab¬ 
lished  politics  —  in  established  liberal  politics. 

It’s  a  cannibalistic  thing;  they  can’t  strike  out  at 
the  enemy,  so  they  strike  out  at  people  in  their 
own  ranks.  And  that’s  bullshit.  Cause  if  anybody 
wants  to  change,  I'm  willing.  I’ll  take  the  respon¬ 
sibility  for  what  they  do.  They’re  not  going  to 
embarrass  me.  Charles  Manson  isn’t  going  to  em¬ 
barrass  me.  I’m  not  going  to  allow  Charles  Man- 
son  to  embarrass  me,  but  on  the  other  hand  I’m 
not  going  to  allow  anybody  to  question  the 
change  that  I  want.  I’m  a  pacifist,  but  I’m  not 
going  to  refuse  to  join  forces  with  people  who 
aren’t.  Because  they  want  a  lot  of  the  things  that 
I  want,  and  the  only  chance  that  I  have  to  get 
that  is  to  go  with  them.  But  they  shouldn’t  ex¬ 
pect  of  me  that  I  be  anything  other  than  I  am. 

I  guess  what  I  would  mainly  ask  of  people  is 
that  they  discipline  themselves.  What  I  would 
have  asked  of  Lt.  Calley  is  that  he  disciplined 
himself.  I  can  understand  his  frustration,  and  I 
can  understand  that  he's  been  brainwashed,  but  I 
would  still  ask  of  him  that  he  discipline  himself 
and  that  he  not  kill  104  civilians,  even  if  he  did 
have  orders. 

See  if  there’s  any  kind  of  suggestion  that  I 
can  make,  it’s  to  the  people  that  I  identify  with, 
and  that’s  the  people  that  read  your  paper.  Some 
of  the  failures  I’ve  seen  is  because  people  who 
use  things  fail  to 

use  things,  the  people  who  say  they  support 
them  fail  to  put  anything  into  them.  They’d 
take  from  it,  but  they  wouldn’t  put  back  into  it. 

I  think  the  community’s  large  enough  that  if 
everybody  had  that  sort  of  discipline,  to  do  more 
than  just  say  I  support  it.  What  the  counter¬ 
culture  says  is  that  if  we  had  our  way,  we  could 
do  it  better,  so  it’s  our  responsibility  to  do  it. 

And  I  think  one  of  the  first  things  is  to  make 
sure  that  you  put  something  back  into  that  com¬ 
munity  and  not  just  take  from  it.  And  I  see  a 
lot  of  people  that  are  unwilling  to  do  that. 


^eK^dLilx, 

*  Hall 


Houston  police  raided  Liberty  Hall, 
one  of  Houston’s  newest  music  clubs, 
early  Friday  morning,  April  29,  dis¬ 
rupting  the  performance  of  blues  sing¬ 
er  John  Lee  Hooker. 

The  police,  who  entered  the  Hall 
on  the  pretext  of  checking  beer  lic¬ 
enses,  reportedly  shined  a  flashlight 
into  the  eyes  of  a  bare-chested  beer 
drinker  who  responded  with  an  un¬ 
pleasantry. 

The  situation  escalated,  and  several 
more  officers  arrived,  arresting  three 
persons. 

The  following  is  an  interpretive 
account  of  the  incident  by  Mitch 
Green,  news  director  for  KPFT-FM,] 
Pacifica  radio. 

*  *  *  * 

Mike  Condray  wanted  to  serve  good 
food,  good  beer  and  good  music  to 
good  people,  so  he  started  the  Family 
Hand  Restaurant.  Somewhere  along 
the  way  he  was  sidetracked  by  black 
powder  bombs  and  molotov  cock¬ 
tails  (thrown  through  the  front  door 
by  terrorists)  and  riot  equipped  police 
officers,  appearing  and  reappearing  to 


check  out  the  beer  licenses.  The  Fam¬ 
ily  Hand  Restaurant  closed. 

Mike  moved  to  Liberty  Hall,  a  de¬ 
serted  American  Legion  post  where 
the  walls  are  covered  with  murals  of 
moments  of  glory  for  American  armed 
forces  in  any  of  the  many  previous 
wars  when  there  was  no  shortage  of 
glory  —  there  is  Teddy  Roosevelt  and 
Iwo  Jima  and  some  forgotten  scene 
from  the  one-to-end-all-of-them  and 
some  more  from  World  War  II  (the 
big  one). 

Two  weeks  ago  Freddie  King,  who 
started  the  Texas  All  Star  Blues  Revue, 
did  a  decent  job  of  drowning  out  the 
echos  of  at  least  two  million  war 
stories  that  legionnaires  have  filled  the 
hall  with. 

John  Lee  Hooker  followed,  opening 


last  Thursday  night  to  the  largest 
crowd  yet  at  Liberty  Hall.  But  Hooker 
closed  early  because  the  Houston  Po¬ 
lice,  frequent  visitors  to  the  Family 
Hand  in  the  past,  had.  come  to  check 
the  beer  licenses  at  Liberty  tf all. 

The  police  have  mounted  tactical 
assaults  on  Mike’s  enterprises  before. 
They  have  arrived  at  the  Family  Hand 
with  two  paddy  wagons,  half  a  dozen 
squad  cars  and  two  German  shepards, 
and  assured  Condray  that  all  this  was 
necessary  so  no  one  would  get  hurt  as 
they  checked  the  beer  licenses. 

At  1  a.m.  Friday  morning,  two 
policemen  entered  Liberty  Hall  to 
check  out  the  new  licenses  and  see  if 
they  were  any  different  from  the  old 
ones.  The  officers  never  reached  Con¬ 
dray  or  any  of  the  others  who  work  at 


Liberty  Hall  —  they  found  themselves 
at  predictable  odds  with  the  all  night 
beer  drinking  crowd.  They  were 
forced  to  draw  their  guns  and  soon  a 
dozen  other  officers  were  necessary  to 
help  with  the  arrests  of  three  persons 
for  being  drunk,  using  abusive  lan¬ 
guage,  interfering  with  an  arrest  and 
combinations  of  the  three. 

THE  LAW,  of  course,  allows  police 
free  access  to  all  clubs  licensed  to  sell 
beer.  The  police  seem  to  enjoy  using 
this  power  first  at  the  Family  Hand 
and  now  at  Liberty  Hall  more  freely 
than  at  similar  clubs  like  the  Old  Quar¬ 
ter  and  La  Bastille,  and  at  dissimilar 
clubs  like  the  International  Club  on 
top  of  the  Shamrock  Hilton.  We  made 
some  calls  and  found  that  none  of 
these  clubs  have  ever  seen  uniformed 
police  enter  the  premises  to  check 
liquor  licenses. 

Original  plans  for  Liberty  Hall  in¬ 
cluded  two  off  duty  police  as  guards 
to  prevent  exactly  what  happened 
early  Friday.  If  it  takes  police  to  pro¬ 
tect  Liberty  Hall  from  police,  that’s 
fine  and  they  will  all  be  entitled  to  a 
mural  on  the  back  wall. 
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ITS  THE 
FASHION 


NEW  YORK  (LNS)  -  By  staying 
abreast  of  the  styles  and  even  adopt¬ 
ing  some  of  the  counter-culture’s  own 
rhetoric,  businessmen  have  been  able 
to  sell  their  way  into  the  “youth  mar¬ 
ket.” 

According  to  the  Wall  St.  Journal, 
the  captains  of  the  clothing  industry 
feel  that  for  every  hippie  truckin’  on 
down  the  street  wearing  a  pair  of  $10 
boots,  there  are  dozens  more  who  are 
willing  to  spend  $25-30  a  pair.  Blue 
jeans.  Army  surplus  shirts  and  jackets, 
rugged  work  boots  and  sandals  have 
all  become  part  of  the  “in”  culture, 
and  men  like  E.A.  Morris,  chairman 
of  Blue  Bell,  Inc.,  a  blue  jeans  manu¬ 
facturer,  know  where  the  profit  lies. 

“We’re  very  attentive  to  what  the 
kids  do.  We’re  not  trying  to  put  them 
on  a  couch  to  find  out  what  they’re 
thinking.  We’re  just  trying  to  give 
them  what  they  want.”  To  this  end, 
Blue  Bell’s  engineers  quickly  figured 
out  how  to  bleach  and  tatter  jeans 
before  they  even  left  the  factory.  “We 
just  got  a  machine  that  does  it.  It 
saves  the  kids  the  trouble.”  It  also 
adds  $2  to  the  retail  price  of  a  pair  of 
jeans. 

In  an  effort  to  profit  from  youth¬ 
ful  concern  for  the  environment,  one 
company  markets  “ecology  pants”  — 
white  jeans  with  “ecology  flag”  patch 
pockets. 

Denim  has  blossomed  as  a  raw  ma¬ 
terial  for  high  fashion,  and  many  ex¬ 
pensive  clothes  for  both  men  and 
women  now  are  styled  to  vaguely  re¬ 
semble  work  clothes.  You  can  even 
buy  a  denim  coat  with  a  sable  collar 
for  $2,300. 
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SAIGON  GOVERNMENT  JAILS 
TWO  CATHOLIC  PRIESTS 


SAIGON  (LNS)  —  Two  Vietnamese 
Catholic  priests,  Father  Truong  Ba 
Can,  historian  and  essayist,  and  Father 
Chan  Tin,  editor  of  the  now  sup¬ 
pressed  monthly  magazine,  Doi  Dien, 
have  been  sentenced  to  nine  months 
in  prison  on  charges  of  “dissemination 
of  ideas  considered  favorable  to  the 
communists.”  The  two  were  convic¬ 
ted  after  the  magazine  published  a 
three-part  series  by  Father  CAn  on  the 
history  of  the  North  Vietnamese  rev¬ 
olution. 

The  convictions  put  Pres.  Thieu,  a 
Catholic,  into  a  confrontation  with 
his  most  stable  power  base,  the  Cath¬ 
olics.  In  the  past.  Catholic  intellect¬ 
uals  have  generally  had  greater  lati¬ 
tude  for  criticism  and  analysis  than 
other  Sobth  Vietnamese  writers.  Sig¬ 
nificant  segments  of  the  Catholic 
Church  have  come  to  the  defense  of 
the  two  priests,  including  some  con¬ 
sidered  staunch  anti-communists. 

While  Father  Tin  is  appealing  the 
decision  and  calling  on  peace  forces 
and  journalists  to  oppose  the  govern¬ 
ment  move,  Father  Can  has  decided  to 
spum  his  chance  for  appeal  and  go  to 
prison. 

In  a  recent  interview,  Father  Tin 
said  the  government  is  “now  very  em- 
barassed”  by  the  case.  “It  is  now  try¬ 
ing  to  find  some  means  of  keeping 
Father  Can  out  of  jail.”  Tin  feels  that 
the  opposition  in  Catholic  circles  has 
Thieu  worried. 

Father  Hoang  Ouynh  stated  that 
the  government  move  is  connected 
with  the  coming  September  presiden- 
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tial  election.  As  Tin  says,  “They 
would  like  to  gag  the  press  by  throw¬ 
ing  two  journalist-priests  in  jail.  Other 
journalists  will  think  if  they  can  do 
that  to  two  Catholic  priests,  what  will 
they  do  to  me?” 

The  article  which  sparked  the  gov¬ 
ernment  move  against  Doi  Dien  is  a 
three-part  series  entitled  “25  Years  of 
the  August  Revolution:  Building 
the  August  Revolution:  Building 

Socialism  in  North  Vietnam.”  Father 
Can  noted  in  an  interview  that  the 
first  part,  “Ho  Chi  Minh’s  govern¬ 
ment’s  war  to  win  independence  from 
the  French,”  was  not  condemned  by 
Thieu.  “The  French  are  no  longei 
here,”  he  said.  “It  is  more  dangerous 
to  discuss  the  Americans.” 

The  essay  represents  the  first  effort 
by  a  South  Vietnamese  historian  to 
publish  an  account  of  the  North  that 
does  not  hide  the  author’s  respect  for 
the  accomplishments  of  North  Viet¬ 
nam.  [Information  for  this  article 
was  provided  by  D.  Gareth  Porter  of 
Dispatch  News  Service.] 
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ORGANIC  GARDENING 

HOW  DOES  YOUR 
GARDEN  GROW? 


•i 


9 


People  grow  organic  gardens  for 
three  good  reasons:  health,  sanity  and 
happiness.  Because  this  is  so  obvious 
to  gardeners  (and  I  hear  their  testi¬ 
monials  ringing 

monials  in  my  ears),  it  is  hard  to  fig¬ 
ure  out  what  to  say  that  will  make 
all  people  PUT  A  GARDEN  IN  YOUR 
YARD! 

Gardening  is  a  trip  by  itself  —  dig¬ 
ging  into  the  soil,  reading  about  soil 
needs,  planting  seeds,  reading  seed 
catalogs,  generally  getting  to  under¬ 
stand  the  green  world.  Organic  gar¬ 
dening  is  pushing  the  concept  of  co¬ 
operation  just  a  little  bit  further: 
cooperation  with  the  earth,  bugs  and 
plants,  keeping  the  cycles  and  earth 
systems  that  already  exist.  Organic 
gardening  is  just  gardening  without 
chemicals! 

What  we  are  presently  finding  out 
about  chemicals  and  their  effects,  not 
to  mention  that  the  bugs  are  getting 
bigger  and  tougher,  is  enough  encour¬ 
agement  not  to  use  them  in  your 
garden.  But  what  I  have  found  is  how 
easy  it  is  not  to  use  them.  People  act 
surprised  when  I  tell  them  how  un¬ 
necessary  chemicals  are  but  their  sur¬ 
prise  just  reflects  America’s  freaked- 
out  consciousness  about  bugs. 

Good  preparation  of  your  soil  not 
only  increases  your  yield  but  provides 
the  greatest  resistance  to  bugs.  J.  Ro- 
dale’s  How  To  Grow  Vegetables  and 
Fruits  by  the  Organic  Method  the 
bible  of  organic  gardening)  lists  20 
different  organic  fertilizers.  You  can 
buy  almost  all  them  right  beside  your 
chemical  fertilizer  in  any  hardware  or 
garden  shop.  Cottonseed  meal,  bone 
meal,  manure,  lime,  phosphate  rock 
and,  of  course,  the  basic  fertilizer 
compost,  are  all  good  to  work  into 
the  soil  before  planting. 

The  second  week  of  April  is  the 
best  week  to  plant  —  we  are  already 
in  the  first  week  of  May  (check  your 
calendars),  so  start  sowing  your  seed. 
It  is  a  good  idea  to  sit  down  and  make 
a  map  of  your  garden  before  planting, 
considering  early  and  late  maturing 
crops.  Watch  so  the  tall  plants  don’t 
shade  the  smaller  ones.  Most  vegeta¬ 
bles  can  be  started  from  seed  (lettuce, 
spinach,  radishes),  but  I  usually  buy 
tomato  and  pepper  plants,  and  onion 
sets  to  set  out. 

Once  you  have  planted  your  garden, 
it  is  time  to  mulch.  Along  with  com¬ 
posting,  mulching  is  the  basic  prac¬ 
tice  of  the  organic  method.  Place 
organic  material  on  the  soil  surface 
around  your  plants,  and  after  your 
seedlings  come  up.  It  conserves  moi¬ 
sture,  holds  down  weeds  and  ultim¬ 
ately  improves  soil  structure  and  fertil¬ 
ity.  Many  materials  can  be  used  for 
mulch  —  sawdust,  pine  bark  —  and 
you  can  buy  it  cheap.  But  there  are 
literally  tons  of  mulch  on  the  streets 
of  Houston  every  day  as  people  rake 
their  winter  leaves  and  cut  the  grass 
for  the  first  time.  This  valuable  mulch 
becomes  a  waste  —  or,  even  worse, 
pollution  as  the  city  burns  it  in  the 
incinerator  or  in  open  lots.  Get  your 
mulch  free  from  the  city  streets  and 


dress  up  your  garden! 

Composting  is  the  very  basis  of  or¬ 
ganic  gardening.  It  is  the  combination 
soil  conditioner-fertilizer  of  the  gar¬ 
den.  It  means  that  you  recycle  plant 
and  animal  wastes  back  into  the  soil. 
It  means  that  you  start  separating 
your  garbage  and  putting  it  on  the 
compost  pile. 


Our  house  averages  a  gallon  of  or¬ 
ganic  garbage  every  two  days.  Layer¬ 
ing  different  organic  materials  speeds 
up  decomposition.  Manure  and  rock 
products  provide  nitrogen,  which  is 
the  source  of  energy  for  the  bacteria 
and  fungi  which  do  the  composting 
work.  Different  methods  of  compost¬ 
ing  take  different  lengths  of  time. 
Check  Rodale’s  book  for  a  full  discus¬ 
sion  of  the  different  methods.  When 
your  compost  is  finished,  work  it  into 
your  soil  around  the  plants. 

Buildup  of  soil  is  the  best  protec¬ 
tion  against  bugs,  say  most  organic 
gardeners.  Rotating  crops,  composting 
and  mulching  protect  your  vegetables 
even  more.  There  are  a  few  more 
things  you  can  try.  Certain  flowers 
discourage  insects.  Plant  them  in  your 
vegetable  rows.  They  are  marigolds, 
asters,  chrysanthemums,  coreopsis, 
cosmos  and  garlic  cloves.  Rosemary, 
sage  and  peppermint  are  a  few  of  the 
spices  that  bugs  don’t  like.  If  you 
plant  tansy  where  ants  are  bothering 
you,  the  ants  will  leave.  Sprigs  of 
mint  leaves  act  as  a  fly  and  flea  repel¬ 
lent.  Gather  and  hand  in  your  door- 


BANANA  BREAD 

GET  TOGETHER: 

l'Vt  c.  sifted  unbleached  white  flour 

2  tsp.  baking  powder 

'A  tsp.  baking  soda 

'h  tsp.  salt 

1/3  c.  shortening 

2/3  c.  sugar 

2  eggs 

1  c.  bananas  —  mashed  (2  or  3) 

First  preheat  oven  to  350  degrees 
Grease  9”  x  5”  x  3”  loaf  pan 


way.  Often  the  juices  of  different 
plants,  such  as  asparagus  water,  kills 
certain  insects. 

Among  insects,  your  best  allies  are 
lady  bugs  and  preying  mantises.  Lady- 
bugs  thrive  on  aphids,  scale,  mealy 
bugs  plus  eggs  and  larvae  of  many 
other  harmful  bugs.  For  $3.25  you 
can  send  away  to  World  Garden  Pro¬ 
ducts,  Insect  Control  Center,  Dept. 
10-G,  2  First  St.  E.,  Norwalk,  Conn. 
06855  and  get  enough  ladybugs  for 
an  average  home  lot.  They  will  usual¬ 
ly  stick  around  as  long  as  food  supply 
is  sufficient.  Preying  mantises  feed  on 
plant  lice,  flies  and  other  soft-bodied 
insects.  They  also  eat  grasshoppers, 
and  cinch  bugs.  $2  will  buy  three  egg 
clusters,  each  containing  300  eggs. 
Send  to  Mince  Moyers  Nursery,  Coun¬ 
ty  Line  Rd.,  Jackson,  New  Jersey 
08527. 


A  lot  of  insects  can  be  picked  off 
by  hand  or  rinsed  off.  Slugs  can  be 
eliminated  by  placing  a  pan  filled 
with  beer  next  to  the  plants  that  they 
are  eating.  They  love  beer,  but  over 
indulge  to  the  point  of  drowning  in 
the  stuff  —  experiment:  try  different 
brands.  If  you  must  use  insecticide, 
try  the  plant-derived  insecticides  Rote- 
none  and  Pyrethrum.  NEVER  use 
DDT  or  mercury,  lead  or  arsenic- 
based  insecticides.  Happy  gardening. 
A  garden  in  every  yard! 


bread 

Sift  together  the  flour,  baking  pow¬ 
der,  baking  soda  and  salt. 

Cream  together  the  shortening  and 
sugar.  Now  add  the  eggs  and  beat 
until  very  light  and  fluffy. 

Beat  in  flour  misture  alternately 
with  the  mashed  bananas  just  until 
smooth. 

Turn  into  pan. 

Bake  about  1  hour. 

Cool  10  minutes  and  remove. 


for  more  info 


Books  on  organic  gardening: 

How  To  Grow  Vegetables  and 
Fruits  by  the  Organic  Method.  Edited 
by  J.I.  Rodale  and  staff.  Rodale  Press, 
33  East  Minor  St.,  Emmaus,  Penn. 
10894. 

Grow  Your  Own.  By  Jeanie  Dar¬ 
lington.  Bookworld,  1611  San  Pablo 
Ave.,  Berkeley,  Calif.  94702. 


Magazines  about  organic  gardening: 

Mother  Earth  News.  One  year  sub 
(6  issues)  is  $5.  Write  PO  Box  38, 
Madison,  Ohio  44057. 

Organic  Gardening  and  Farming. 
Sub  $5.85  (monthly).  33  East  Minor 
St.,  Emmaus,  Penn.  10894. 


CARROT  BREAD 

GET  TOGETHER: 

3  c.  sifted  unbleached  white  flour 
1  tsp.  baking  soda 
3  cu 
3. 

3  c.  sugar 
1  tsp.  salt 
1  tsp.  cinnamon 

1  c.  vegetable  oil 
3  eggs 

2  tsp.  vanilla 

2  c.  finely  grated  carrots 
1  c.  crushed  pineapple 
1  c.  chopped  walnuts 

Preheat  oven  to  375  degrees 
Grease  two  9”  x  5”  x  3”  loaf  pans 

Sift  together  flour  baking  soda 

Sift  together  flour,  baking  soda, 
salt  and  cinnamon. 

Beat  together  eggs  and  sugar. 

Stir  in  oil. 

Now  add  the  carrots,  pineapple, 
nuts  and  vanilla. 

Turn  into  pans. 

Bake  about  1  hour. 

Cool  10  minutes  and  remove. 


Variations:  Substitute  —  soya  carob  for  white  flour  .  . .  honey  for  sugar ...  sea 
salt  for  plain  salt  (use  half  as  much)  ...  '/a  c.  wheat  germ  for  1  a  c.  of  the  flour .  . 

Gentle  Spring  is  growing  into  blazing  summer.  Going  to  the  country?  Got  to 
getaway?  On  the  road  again?  Both  of  these  breads  travel  well.  Thanks  to  Ira 
and  Chuck  and  the  Provincial  Press  for  sharing  these  recipes  with  everyone. 


—Stephanie  Coffin 
Great  Speckled  Bird 


good 
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SAFE  -  LEGAL  ABORTI  O  N  S 

IF  YOU  HAVE  THE  NEED  AND  DESIRE  TO  TERMINATE 
A  PREGNANCY,  AT  THE  LOWEST  POSSIBLE  COST, 
OR  IF  YOU  JUST  WANT  TO  TALK  TO  SOMEONE. 

CALL  (212)  592-8335 
24  HOURS  A  DAY/CONFIDENTIAL 

AID  Referral  Service 

62-41  YELLOWSTONE  BOULEVARD 
_ FOREST  HILLS.  N.  Y.  11375 


dsoferi'c^ 
/fx\  flstroloyy 
^  \. foundation 


WE  WANT  YOU  TO  JOIN  OUR  FAITH  AS  AN 

ORDAINED  MINISTER 

with  a  rank  of 

DOCTOR  OF  DIVINITY 

"And  ye  shall  know  the  truth  and  the  truth  shall  make 
you  free.**- — John  8:32 

Wc  want  men  and  women  of  all  ages,  who  believe  as  we  do,  to  join  us  in 
the  holy  search  for  Truth.  We  believe  that  all  men  should  seek  Truth  by  all 
just  means.  As  one  of  our  ministers  you  can; 

1.  Ordain  others  in  our  name. 

2.  Set  up  your  own  church  and  apply  for  exemption  from 
property  and  other  taxes. 

3.  Perform  marriages  and  exercise  all  other  ecclesiastic 
powers. 

4.  Get  sizeable  cash  grants  for  doing  our  missionary  work. 

5.  Seek  draft  exemption  as  one  of  our  working  missionaries. 
We  can  tell  you  how. 

6.  Some  transportation  companies,  hotels,  theaters,  etc.,  give 
reduced  rates  to  ministers. 

GET  THE  WHOLE  PACKAGE  FOR  $10.00 

Along  with  your  Ordination  Certificate,  Doctor  of  Divinity  and  I.D.  card,  we'll 
send  you  12  blank  forms  to  use  when  you  wish  to  ordain  others.  Your  ordina¬ 
tion  is  completely  legal  and  valid  anywhere  in  this  country.  Your  money  back 
Without  question  if  your  package  isn't  everything  you  expect  if  to  be.  For  an 
additional  $10  we  will  send  your  Ordination  and  D.  D.  Certificates  beautifully 
framed  and  glassed. 

Send  To:  MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  NEW  TRUTH 

Box  1393,  Dept.  BH,  Evanston,  Illinois  60204 

Name 
Address 
City 


REUBREAD 

FOR  REAL  PEOPLE 
Organically  grown,  stone  ground, 
whole  wheat 

Green  Acres  Organic  Foods 
1338  Westheimer,  Houston 


Oleo  Strut 

Now  open. 

Oleo  Strut  Bookstore  at  Oleo  Strut 
Gl  Coffeehouse  in  Kileen.  Literature 
on  black,  brown  and  women's  liber¬ 
ation,  and  more.  Books  that  are  hard- 
to-find  in  the  Southwest.  Mail  order 
service  —  write  for  catalogue.  Oleo 
Strut  PO  Box  1265  Killeen,  Tex. 
76541  (817)  634-9405.  Also  -  we  do 
military  counseling. 

Bookstore 


Weaver 
Morrow. 


7-10  am. 
& 

7-10  pm. 
Monday 
thru 
Friday 
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advertisement 


Now  someone  other  than  just  another  local  liberal  radical,  or  some 
long  haired  hippie,  or  one  of  thse  Afro-niggers  has  finally  agreed  that 
there  really  are  some  active  crossburners  and  vigilante  night  riders  here  in 
Houston,  after  all.  And  they  even  went  so  far  as  to  tell  the  rest  of 
America  about  it! 

And  while  the  ship  channel  has  already  been  called  the  nation's  number 
one  polluted  body  of  water,  some  people  are  beginning  to  realize  it  isn't 
the  only  thing  in  town  that  stinks. 

The  following  excerpts  are  from  Newsweek  magazine,  the  issue  of 
May  3,  1971 .  The  article  is  called  "Houston's  Civil  War,"  page  54-5. 

On  one  side  in  this  baffling  battle  are  the  largely  working-class  white 
ranks  of  extremist  right-wing  groups  such  as  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  and  the 
Minutemen,  whose  penchant  for  casual  violence  is  as  widely  known  as 
it  is  ill-concealed.  “To  me,”  proclaims  Grand  Dragon  Frank  Converse, 
a  50-year-old  Navy  vet  who  runs  the  local  Klan  out  of  his  Northside 
gun  shop,”  if  you  kill  a  man  overseas  for  being  a  communist,  you 
should  kill  him  over  here.  I  don’t  see  any  difference.” 

But  beneath  all  the  success  and  the  glitter,  there  is  another  fever  in 
town  that  has  gone  all  but  unnoticed  by  the  outside  world.  This  is  a 
full-scale  urban  civil  war  which  in  the  past  two  years  has  resulted  in  at 
least  25  bombings,  burnings  and  shootings  —  and  in  recent  months  has 
often  threatened  to  break  out  in  a  genuine  reign  of  terror. 

Not  surprisingly,  the  beleagured  leftists  are  coming  to  regard  the  police 
as  much  a  part  of  the  enemy  as  the  Klan.  “If  these  things  were  happen¬ 
ing  to  the  right-wingers,”  says  a  white  activist,  “you’d  see  a  dozen  long¬ 
haired  cats  and  blacks  in  the  pokey  in  24  hours.”  On  the  record,  the 
statement  does  not  seem  unreasonable. 


These  two  pages  of  advertising  were  purchased  at  the  usual  Space  City!  rates,  and  represents  the  personal  opinion  of  the  purchaser  only,  and  is 
not  intended  as  any  endorsement  of  Space  City!  or  Newsweek  or  any  editorial  actions  or  opinions  thereof. 
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These  two  pages  of  advertising  were  purchased  at  the  usual  Space  City!  rates,  and  represents  the  personal  opinion  of  the  purchaser  only ,  and  is 
not  intended  as  any  endorsement  of  Space  City!  or  Newsweek  or  any  editorial  actions  or  opinions  thereof. 


These  are  but  three  excerpts  from  the  article,  which  runs  a  little  over  a 
full  page  and  is  accompanied  by  three  photographs.  The  article  tells  a 
story  that  is  unusually  opinionated  and  accusatory,  and  is  one  that  every 
Houstonian  should  read. 

We  earlier  expressed  an  opinion  of  the  activities  of  the  Klan,  and  its  cell 
and  splinter  groups  here.  And  while  there  is  no  need  to  further  express 
our  opinion  on  the  subject,  it  seems  that  anyone  who  carefully  reads  the 
Newsweek  article,  and  doesn't  feel  a  sincere  urge  to  demand  that  some¬ 
thing  be  done  to  determine  the  truth  on  this  matter  is  subscribing  to  the 
"Fear  of  Involvement"  that  once  so  shocked  and  amazed  people. 

"It  could  never  happen  here,"  is  already  here.  And  keeping  Houston 
from  becoming  another  "sick  community"  involves  getting  people  to 
somehow  work  and  live  together.  And  if  it's  presently  being  attempted, 
then  somebody  ought  to  tell  us  about  it.  Peace. 

15/20  Clubs  of  America,  Inc. 
R.C.  Ames,  president 
P.O.  Box  22131 
Houston,  Texas  77027 
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ART 

May  8-30  —  SPRING  ART  FESTIVAL 
(with  concert  by  different  high  school 
groups).  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  Tues. 
through  Sat.  9:30-5:00,  Sun.  noon-6, 
free. 

May  5-9  —  RAZA  ART  FESTIVAL,  Ripley 
House,  all  day.  For  more  Info,  call 
Papel  Chicano,  928-2185. 
thru  May  16  —  OUR  CITY  EXHIBITION 
(the  Junior  School  of  Arts  show  views 
of  Houston),  Museum  of  Fine  Arts, 

Tues.  through  Sat.  9:30-5:00,  Sun.  noon 
to  6,  free. 

thru  June  13  —  UNIVERSITY  OF  KANSAS 
EXHIBIT,  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  Tues. 
through  Sat.  9:30-5:00,  Sun.  noon-6, 
free. 

Okra  Press  is  an  art  magazine  in  which  each 
issue  focuses  on  a  different  artist  or  art 
form.  Subscriptions  are  $5-$10.  For  more 
info,  drop  by  306  W.  Drew  —  they  need 
your  help. 

The  Peanut  Gallery,  an  unusual  and  new 
gallery,  has  opened.  It  is  located  at  2003 
Grant  (by  Texas  Art  Supply)  and  deals 
primarily  with  works  of  art  by  Houstonians. 
Stop  by  and  see  it. 

May  6-22  —  ANNUAL  STUDENT  EXHIBI¬ 
TION,  Rice  U.,  Media  Center,  Mon-Fri 
from  9:30am  to  5:30pm  and  Weekends 
l-5pm,  free 


FILMS 

May  4  —  FINE  ARTS  FILMS,  selection  of 
Rice  student  films,  Fondren  Lecture 
Lounge,  Rice  U.,  2pm,  free 
May  5  —  FINE  ARTS  FILMS,  Media  Cen¬ 
ter  Aud.,  Rice  U.,  8pm,  free. 

May  7  —  YOU  DON’T  HAVE  TO  BUY 
WAR.  MR.  SMITH,  Peace  Center,  2405 
San  Jacinto,  Room  203,  7:30pm. 

MAD  DOGS  AND  ENGLISHMEN,  with 
Joe  Cocker  and  Leon  Russell,  Memorial 
Theater.  For  info,  call  465-5258  (See  re- 
views  this  issue.) 

THE  MEPHISTO  WALTZ  (Rosemary’s 
Baby,  only  more  so),  Gaylynn  Theater  in 
Sharpstown  Center.  For  info,  call  771-1261 
ZACHARIAH  with  Country  Joe  and  the 
Fish,  Don  Johnson,  £»at  Quinn,  John  Rub¬ 
instein  and  The  New  York  Rock  &  Roll 
Ensemble,  Oak  Village  Theater  at  Long- 
point.  Call  H08-7948. 


THEATER 


thru  May  9  —  THE  PRIME  OF  MISS  JEAN 
BRODIE,  Alley  Theater,  $3.90,  $3.30, 
$3.00,  $2.00  for  student  groups  of  ten 
or  more.  For  times,  call  522-1045. 

thru  May  9  -  NEVER  TOO  LATE  with 
Imogene  Coca,  Windmill  Dinner  Thea¬ 
ter.  Call  464-7655  for  more  info. 

May  15  and  May  22  —  TOM  SAWYER’S 
TRIP  ABROAD,  Alley  Theater,  2pm  & 
4pm,  $1  for  young  people,  $2  for  big 
people.  Box  office  opens  11-6  Mon.- 
Fri.  at  709  Berry  Ave.  For  more  info, 
call  526-2261.  ' 

May  11  —  HOW  WAS  THE  TRIP?,  Jewish 
Community  Center,  5601  S.  Braeswood, 
8pm,  teens  free,  adults  75  cents. 

May  21-29  —  TANGO,  Alley  Theater.  Tic¬ 
kets  go  on  sale  May  10.  For  more  info, 
call  528-5511. 

May  20-June  29  —  DIAL  “M"  FOR  MUR¬ 
DER,  Alley  Theater,  Call  228-9341  for 
times  and  prices. 

May  29  -  YELLOW  BRICK  ROAD,  Alley 
Theater’s  training  wing  for  young  people 
presents  this  play  in  which  Dorothy,  Tin 
Man,  Scarecrow  and  the  Cowardly  Lion 
go  to  see  the  Wizard  of  Oz  —  and  meet 
Peter  Pan,  Cinderella,  Alice  in  Wonder¬ 
land,  and  many  more.  11am,  2pm  and 
4pm,  children  $1,  adults  $2.  Tickets  at 
Box  Office,  709  Berry,  from  llam-6pm 
Mon.  thru  Fri. 

Saturdays  in  May  —  ROBINHOOD  (unusual 
story  of  young  man  who  takes  from  the 
reach  to  give  to  the  poor  and  is  not 
visited  by  U.S.  Marines  — fantasy),  Hous¬ 
ton  Music  Theater,  2pm,  $1  and  $2.  For 
ticket  info,  call  771-3851. 

The  1971-72  season  of  the  University  of 

Houston  Drama  Dept,  and  University  Cen¬ 
ter  will  present  five  major  productions: 

THE  HOMECOMING  by  Harold  Pinter; 

HENRY,  SWEET  HENRY,  a  musical  by 


Nunnally  Johnson  and  score  by  Bob  Mer¬ 
rill;  THE  RESISTABLE  RISE  OF  ARTURO 
VI  by  Bertolt  Brecht;  THE  ICE  WOLF,  a 
play  for  children  by  Johanna  Kraus;  and 
RICHARD  III  by  Wm.  Shakespeare. 

May  2 7 -June  5  -  CAN  CAN,  presented  by 
Frank  Young  for  "Theater  Under  the 
Stars,’’  Miller  Theater,  Hermann  Park, 
8:30  pm,  free. 


TV 


Channel  11 

May  14  —  Hemingway’s  FOR  WHOM  THE 
BELL  TOLLS.  10:30pm 

May  14  —  SHERLOCK  HOLMES  AND 
TERROR  BY  NIGHT  with  Basil  RatV- 
bone,  1 :05  am 

May  15  -  THE  REVENGE  OF  FRANK¬ 
ENSTEIN  with  Peter  Cushing  and  Fran- 
cis  Matthews,  12155am. 

Channel  8 

Mon. -Fri.  —  SESAME  STREET,  an  enter¬ 
taining  educational  program  for  children 
7:45am  and  4:30pm. 

Weds.  —  THE  GREAT  AMERICAN  DREAM 
MACHINE,  details  announced  over  Chan¬ 
nel  8,  7 :30pm. 

Sun.  in  May  —  THE  POSSESSED,  a  play 
b$se<^on  Dostoyevsky’s  monumental 
novel  in  pre-revolutionary  Russia.  9pm. 

May  9  —  FANFARE,  "Alicia  Alonso," 
filmed  in  Castro’s  Cuba,  this  documen¬ 
tary  studies  the  work  and  daily  life  of 
this  celebrated  ballerina  who  left  the 
U.S.  for  Cuba  in  the  50s.  9pm. 

May  13  -  THE  TOY  THAT  GREW  UP, 
"Mickey,"  a  silent  movie  starring  the 
famous  Mabel  Normand,  a  delightful 
combination  of  slapstick,  whimsical 
comedy  and  pathos. 


RADIO 


KPFT  90.1-FM  (Pacifica) 

Mon. -Fri.  "Close  to  Home,"  Lin  Eubanks 

and  others  discuss  topics  such  as  guerilla 
theater,  ambulance  service  in  Houston, 
tenants'  rights,  and  the  chemical  con¬ 
tents  of  processed  food  —  if  you  catch 
the  drift.  5pm. 

Mon. -Fri.  "Life  on  Earth,"  a  conversat¬ 
ional  news  report.  6pm. 

Mon.-Fri.  -  "Liferaft,”  Jeff  Shero  hosts  a 
show  with  gopd  music  and  interesting 
guests,  aided  by  the  versatile  (what  more 
can  you  say?)  Gavan  Duffy.  11pm. 

Liferaft  begins  at  10  pm  starting  this  Mon¬ 
day.  On  Monday,  May  3  astronaut  Rusty 
Schweikert,  science  fiction  writer  H.H. 
Hollis,  Robin  Brett  of  the  Lamar  Receiving 
Laboratory  and  host  Jeff  Shero  discuss 
Space  Travel  in  the  Cosmic  Void.  (Of 
course,  by  the  time  you  read  this  it  will  all 
be  over,  but  Jeff  insisted  that  we  put  it  in 
anyway,  so  you  folks  who  aren’t  listening 
can  see  what  you’re  missing.  Oh,  he’s 
sneaky.  Why  not  call  him  up  at  night  and 
tell  him  so,  224-4000  ) 

Weds.  —  "Houston  City  Council,"  live  cov¬ 
erage  of  the  death  kulture.  10am. 

Thurs.  "American  Women,"  a  program 
designed  to  bring  recognition  to  women. 
2:30pm. 

Tues.  and  Thurs.  M.O.B.,  city  folk  music. 
2pm. 


Sunday  —  "Strung  Out,"  Sunday  morning 
coming  down  to  strings  of  every  choice, 
9-11  am. 


Tuesday  —  "Esoterix,"  3-4  pm. 

Wednesday  —  "Live  Folk  Show,"  8-10  pm 


Thurs.  —  "Public  Affairs"  On  May  6:  The 
Black  Struggle  in  the  System.  Georgia 
state  senator  Julian  Bond  gives  his  views 
on  the  black  political  struggle  in  a 
speech  to  TSU  students. 


KAUM  96.5-FM 

May  4  —  "Children’s  Garden  of  Grass”  9pm. 

May  6  —  "Last  Round  for  Lee  Otis,"  a  doc¬ 
umentary  on  Lee  Otis  Johnson  with 
interviews  with  attorney  Bobby  Cald¬ 
well,  Billy  Williams,  Chief  Herman  Short, 
Percy  Foreman,  John  Sayer  and  many 
others.  9pm. 


DULY 

BIB  SWEET 
LORIEM 

LIGHT’S  BY  J.W.E.R 
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Time 
To  Read 


A  BOOK  FOR  YOU 
ON  ALL  SUBJECTS 

3110  S.  SHEPARD 

OPEN  7a m-2pm 
7  DAYS  A  WEEK 


v\V*" 


PHONE 


ACLU  524-5925 

Crisis  Hotline .  228-1505 

Draft  Counseling .  526-0030 

Family  Connection .  523-6825 

Of  Our  Own .  526-6996 

Food  Stamp  Office .  227-6371 

Harriet  Tubman  Brigade  ....  526-6257 
Houston  Committee  to 

End  the  War .  729-8840 

Inlet  Drug  Crisis .  526-7925 

KAUM 

Switchboard .  748-3980 

Studio  Line .  748-4801 

KAUM  News .  748-1479 

KLOL .  222-8103 

Lettuce  Boycott .  522-8142 

Liberty  Hall .  225-6250 

Mexican  American  Educational 
Council 

MAEC .  691-1393 

MAYO  .  .  .  • .  226-9923 

NOW . 623-4380 

Operation  Breadbasket  ....  224-9057 

Pacifica  (KPFT) .  224-4000 

Pa  pel  Chicano .  928-2185 

Peace  Center .  227-4700 

Planned  Parenthood  ....  523-7419 

Problem  Pregnancy .  523-5354 

Rice  University .  528-4141 

Space  City .  526-6257 

Switchboard .  526-366CT 

U  Of  H .  748-6600 

University  of  Thought  ....  526-7743 

VD  Clinic . 222-4201 

Voice  of  Hqpe .  228-9714 


air  conditioner.  Come,  you’ll  be  glad  dans'  offices  and  hospitals,  $10  for  non- 

you  did  later  this  summer.  1pm,  $1  medical  non-member.  For  info,  call  529- 

May  20,  21,  22  -  LITTLE  FEET.  8pm  4162  668’4079- 

$1-50  May  5  —  "Man,  Mind  and  the  Universe."  a 

May  7  -  BIG  SWEET  and  LOR  I  AN,  8pm  lecture  by  Dr.  Spiegel,  Recreation  Center  of 

$1.50.  Harris  County  Park,  NASA  Rd.  No.  1,  7:30 

pm,  $1.50. 

May  14,  15  -  CHILDREN.  8pm,  $1.50. 

_  ....  The  Bead  Shop  on  Times  in  the  Village  is 

i  i  avi  ion  an  interesting  shop  with  a  large  selection  of 

May  8  —  JOHNNY  WINTER  and  B.B.  KING  beads.  Drop  by  sometime. 

8pm,  $4  (from  Disc  Records.  Brook  n.  F 

Mays  and  Sunshine  Co).  If  you  buy  tic-  (Gay  Uberat,on  Front)  Meetings  every 

kets  on  UH  campus,  they’re  only  $2.50.  Tu«d»y  at  the  University  Center  at  u  of  H, 
May  20  -  ELTON  JOHN,  8pm,  $4,  $5  &  $6  ®°m' 

Golden  Fleece  (807  Congress,  a  club  appeal-  ■  •  /• .  a 

ing  to  Mexican-American  youth)  I  inr'l^  CCl  |  IpnC 

May  5-  FREE  DANCE  to  celebrate  Mexi-  Ul  I 

can  Independence  Day;  the  LOS 

MUCHACHOS  will  play.  8pm  Splitting  for  Austin  around  May  10.  I  would 

like  to  have  a  companion.  I f  you  have  a  car, 
ay  ^  ®  ~  BOBBY  BRADSHAW,  KIND-  |  will  pay  for  gas.  Hitching  might  be  better. 

RED  SPIRIT  and  FIRE,  8  pm,  $2.50.  Call  668-3253  and  ask  for  Larry. 

Hermann  Park,  Miller  Outdoor  Theater  ==  ===  =  =  =====  =  =  =  =  =  ===  =  ===  =  =  =  =  =  =====  = 

..  ,  r  .  Wanted:  James  Harris.  Object :  Love.  Call 

May  15  -  SOUL  MUSIC  CONCERT.  8:30  861-9996. 

May  16  —  SUM  CON.CERT,  8:30  pm  =  =  =  =  =  =====  ======  =  =  ===  =  =  =  =  ======  ==== 

May  23  —  COUNTRY  &  WESTERN,  8:30  Wanted:  A  good  girls  three-speed  bicycle. 

Tentative  Concerts  Call  488-4467  and  ask  for  Mrs.  Fitzgerald 

June  26  -  MOTHER  EARTH  and  DOOBIE  -“*-2  1====  =  ===  =  =========  = 

BROS,  more  info  next  issue  Wanted:  Horns  or  sax  or  electric  piano  play¬ 
sometime  in  June  -  CAT  STEVENS  6rS  f° r  ,aZZV  r°Ck  ’n'  r°"  band‘  lf  interested 

a  itvtiNb  ca||  668.2476  (Greg)  or  664-3505  (Murray) 

June  21-28  -  CELEBRATION  OF  LIFE,  a  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  = 

rock  festival  in  New  Orleans  on  an  island  Needed:  Ride  to  Florida.  Diane,  633-8604 

45  groups  reportedly  have  already  been  ==================  ===  =  =  =  =  =  ========  = 

confirmed.  Wanted:  Little  baby  duck.  Call  Connie  at 

667-4247. 

Series  tickets  have  gone  on  sale  for  the  ===  =====  =  ===  =  ===  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  =  ====  =  =  =  =  =  =  = 

Houston  Symphony.  They  have  such  world  Desperately  need  to  contact  one  called  Bet- 

renowned  soloists  as  Van  Cliburn,  Jacquel-  ty  Quine,  age  about  17,  lost  address  and 

ine  DuPre,  Benita  Valente,  Erich  Leinsdorf  phone  number.  Anyone  having  any  informa- 

and  many  others.  For  a  brochure  or  more 
info,  call  224-4240. 


Wednesday,  May  5~  MAYDAY 

7:00  —  Induction  Center,  707  San  Jacin¬ 
to.  Guerilla  theater,  leafletting, 
civil  disobedience  to  disrupt  the 
induction  process. 

9:00  —  Humble  Bldg. 

12:00  -Federal  Bldg.,  515  Rusk 
1:00  —  Hermann  Park,  Festival  of  Light 
called  by  high  school  students  on 
strike  the  fifth. 

Come  to  all  these  things  with  signs, 
tambourines,  other  noise  makers  and 
your  bodies. 


tion,  please  call  and  leave  a  message  for 
Buddy,  Box  426,  E.  End  YMCA,  643-4396. 


Lost  Dog  —  small  black  and  tan  wirehaired 
type  puppy.  Montrose  area.  Answers  to 
“Joanie.”  Reward.  Call  524-0920. 


For  Sale:  35  mm  Range  Finder  Minolta 
camera.  Have  had  it  for  a  year  and  a  half. 
Good  condition.  $40.  Connie,  667-4247. 


Gibson  SG.  Special  white  finish  with  case, 
$275.  Vox  Berkeley  II  amplifier,  $150. 

1731  Indiana.  528-1324. 

I  want  fish-eye  and/or  close-up  lens  for  a 
Pentax-Spotmatic  camera.  Don’t  have 
much  money  but  will  consider  price.  Connie 
667-4247. 

One  8-OHM  Speaker,  good  condition.  Sell 
for  $10  only.  Call  729-4948  after  4  pm  week 
days  only. 


Needed:  Ride  to  El  Paso.  Call  Alice  at 
497-7495. 


MUSIC 


Liberty  Hall 

May  6,  7,  8,  9  —  JOHN  HAMMOND  and 
MANCE  LIPSCOMB.  Call  225-6250 
May  20.  21,  22,  23  —  WILLIE  DIXON  and 
THE  CHICAGO  ALLSTARS,  225-6250 

Of  Our  Own,  University  &  Kirby,  526-6996 
May  9  —  Benefit  with  STONE  AX,  BULL 
CHICKEN,  DENIM  and  GINGER  VAL 
LEY.  The  benefit  is  for  Of  Our  Own’s 


INS  &  OUTS 


Sunshine  Collage  is  planning  a  Greater 
Houston  Civic  Association  to  generate  pol¬ 
itical  pressure  for  the  return  of  free  con¬ 
certs  to  Milby  Park  and  other  places.  All 
interested  parties  contact  Switchboard  at 
526-3666  or  John  Baines  at  921-3431. 

May  6  —  Medical  Assistant  Educational 

Certification  classes  in  anatomy  begin  ses¬ 
sions,  M.D.  Anderson  Aud.,  Medical  Center, 
7pm-9pm  for  a  few  weeks.  Tuition  is  $5 
for  medical  personnel  employed  in  physi- 


Space  City!  Unclassifieds  are  free.  Fill  out  this  form  and  mail  to  Space 
C 1 1 y ! ,  1 2 1  7  Wichita,  Houston  77004.  Preference  given  to  service  and  non¬ 
profit  ads.  We  don  t  accept  "sex  ads."  We  believe  that  far  from  character- 
izing  a  position  of  sexual  liberation,  they  are  frequently  exploitative  of 
sexuality,  especially  that  of  women.  (Not  all  of  them  are  exploitative  of 
couise,  but  we  don  t  know  any  simple  guideline  for  determining  which  are 
and  which  aren  t;  we  don't  have  the  time  or  energy  to  debate  every  ad.) 
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W&xt  to  aw  we;] 
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131 2  College  Ave. 

Pasadena 
941-4828 
8341  Long  Point 
(K-Mart  Center) 

467-4880 
1218  Westheimer 
(near  Montrose) 

523-1185 

5330  W.  Bellfort 

(across  from  Westbury  Square) 

721-1787 

5421  Bellaire 

(next  to  Zale's) 

665-0256 
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by  Brian  Grant 
Dear  Brian: 

I  don’t  know  if  you’ve  heard  about 
this  type  of  seed  sprouting,  but  here  it 
is.  Take  a  cloth,  put  your  seeds  in  the 
middle  with  about  five  or  six  ground 
up  One-a-day  vitamins,  roll  up  loosely 
and  dampen,  and  put  in  a  warm  place. 
In  about  five  days  the  seeds  will 
sprout,  and  you  can  plant  them  where 
you  want,  with  assurance  they  will 
come  up.  You  can  also  do  a  thing 
called  seed  scarification,  which  is 
weakening  the  outside  seed  coat.  The 
damp  cloth  with  vitamins  is  a  never 
fail  way  to  get  those  Diants  agrowing 
for  summer.  At  least  take  the  time  to 
pick  out  a  few  seeds  from  your  lid  and 
toss  them  in  a  field,  so  by  summer 
there  will  be  so  much  grass  growing 
the  man  can’t  do  anything. 

Right  on  new  Space  City!, 

The  Fox 
Houston 

+++++++++++ 

Remember  last  year  when  I  har¬ 
angued  every  issue  for  two  months 
about  the  benefits  of  planting  grass? 
Now  is  the  best  time  to  start  next 
year’s  crop:  marijuana  matures  in 
about  13  weeks,  and  is  best  if  it  ma¬ 
tures  in  the  hot,  dry  conditions  char¬ 
acteristic  of  August.  I  am  tired  of 
writing  about  planting  and  cultivating 
techniques,  and  excellent  booklets  on 
the  subject  are  available  at  several 
headshops  and  stores,  so  I  will  let  it 
suffice  to  say  that  pre-sprouting  and 
transplanting  seems  to  yield  better  re¬ 
sults,  generally,  than  seed  planting. 

I  have  missed  a  couple  of  issues 
lately,  having  lost  the  copy  deadline 
habit  during  the  suspended  publica¬ 
tion  period.  But  I  will  endeavor  to 
remember  to  write  my  column  on 
time  in  the  future;  especially  if  the 
features  editor  of  Space  City!  remem¬ 
bers  to  call  and  remind  me  every 
week.  But  the  column  will  be  differ¬ 
ent. 

For  one  thing,  I  am  generally  get¬ 
ting  tired  of  writing  about  dope.  The 
use  of  mind-influencing  drugs  remains 
interesting  to  me,  and  I  expect  that  I 
will  continue  to  smoke  dope  and  drop 
an  occasional  tab  for  the  remainder  of 
what  1  hope  to  be  a  long  life.  But  two 
years  ago,  an  occasional  tab  meant 
two  or  three  trips  a  month,  today  it 
means  four  or  five  a  year,  and  in  a  few 
years  it  will  probably  mean  once  or 
twice  a  year. 

In  1968,  I  said  that  LSD  was  my 
religion;  and  I  still  believe  that  drugs 
of  this  kind  can  and  often  do  provide 
an  introduction  to  realms  of  beauty 
and  grandeur,  and  point  toward  an 
understanding  and  awareness  of  forces 
and  realities  beyond  the  reach  of  our 
otherwise  blunted  and  muddy  minds. 


I  feel  sorry  for  those  who  have  passed 
or  will  pass  their  lives  without  ever 
tasting  the  food  of  the  gods;  uncuri- 
ous,  unstable,  or  frightened  by  state 
propaganda  or  self  doubt. 

Yet  an  introduction  is  not  a  course, 
and  pointing  toward  awareness  is  not 
the  same  as  cultivating  it.  Using  drugs 
for  pushbutton  ecstasy  is,  first  of  all, 
a  passive  approach.  There  is  nothing 
passive  about  genuine  growth  or  grow¬ 
ing  awareness,  however;  and  the  lazy 
freak  who  treats  drugs  as  a  destination 
rather  than  a  starting  place  should 
not  be  surprised  when  he  finds  his 
trip  becoming  less  thrilling,  less  in¬ 
spiring,  more  routine  with  each  suc¬ 
cessive  weekend. 

Nor  is  it  particularly  surprising 
when  the  same  lazy  freak  discovers 
that  methamphetamine  offers  plea¬ 
sures  which  do  not  depend  on  their 
novelty  for  their  impact,  or  that 
heroin  can  make  one  feel  extraordin¬ 
arily  good  without  even  a  necessity  to 
think. 

Do  not  imagine  that  my  emphasis 
on  growth  or  deepening  awareness 
stems  from  elements  of  Benjamin 
Franklin  in  my  enculturation:  I  am  a 
pleasure  seeker,  there  is  not  a  stoic 
bone  in  my  self-indulgent  body.  I 
love  leisure,  good  food,  waterbeds, 
incense  and  ostrich  feathers,  languid 
lovemaking.  But  just  as  a  small  child 
is  unable  to  enjoy  adult  forms  of  sex 
play,  a  small  mind  is  unable  to  savor 
the  richness  and  serenity  of  adult 
forms  of  mind  play. 

Most  people  die  of  old  age  without 
reaching  adulthood:  they  are  too  busy 
being  productive,  or  competitive,  or 
acceptable  to  other  aging  children,  to 


Space  City!  is  published  weekly  on  Tuesday.  Subscription  rates  are 
$7.50  per  year,  $4.00  for  six  months,  $5.00  to  GIs,  free  to  prisoners. 
Mail  check  or  money  order  to:  Space  City!,  1217  Wichita,  Houston 
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take  the  time  to  stand  apart  and  ex¬ 
amine  the  grounds  of  their  lives.  Such 
people  are  held  in  condescending  con¬ 
tempt  by  many  younger  people,  often 
in  the  hip  uniform,  who  prefer  not  to 
realize  that  they  dance  the  same 
dance,  only  to  a  different  beat. 

If  you  wish  to  examine  the  role  of 
dope  in  your  life,  consider  the  pros¬ 
pect  of  a  month  without  it.  Could 
you  maintain  your  social  life  without 
it,  or  has  dope  become  the  backbone 
of  your  relations  with  your  friends? 
Would  music  sound  flat,  food  lose  its 
savor,  free  time  become  tedious?  If 
so,  my  friend,  I  say  dope  is  too  impor¬ 
tant  to  you. 

I  will  always  remember  one  summer 
evening  in  the  Lower  East  Side.  The 
Airplane  was  at  Fillmore  East,  and  I 
had  got  a  good  seat.  Suddenly  I  real¬ 
ized  that  I  had  forgotten  the  grass! 
Should  I  get  up  and  rush  home?  Could 
I  get  back  in?  When  I  realized  that  I 
would  have  to  sit  through  the  concert 
without  being  stoned,  a  great  cloud 
descended  over  me:  I  was  disgusted, 
bored,  unable  to  stop  feeling  sorry  for 
myself.  After  a  dreary  evening,  I  re¬ 
turned  home  and  got  out  my  stash: 
nonaddictive,  harmless,  yet  able  to 
take  so  powerful  a  hold  on  one’s  life. 
I  stopped  smoking  for  a  month,  in 
order  to  remember  how  to  enjoy  life 
without  it. 

Since  that  time,  I  have  used  grass 
like  salt:  there  are  certain  dishes 
which  call  for  grass,  are  all  the  richer 
and  better  for  being  stoned.  Music, 
undoubtedly,  is  one.  A  quiet  day  in 
Memorial  Park  seems  all  the  better 
after  a  joint  or  two.  But  I  never  salt 
my  ice  cream.  Smoking  dope  morning 
noon  and  night  is  like  putting  curry  in 


every  dish.  To  keep  its  savor,  the 
souce  of  life  must  be  varied,  lightly 
used,  deeply  appreciated. 

This  is  all  the  more  true  of  psyche¬ 
delic  drugs.  As  for  amphetamines  and 
narcotics,  1  will  say  nothing  here:  the 
heavy  users  of  these  drugs  are  beyond 
the  reach  of  my  voice  or  any  other 
which  speaks  of  long  life,  growth  of 
spirit,  or  any  concern  more  remote 
than  the  immediate,  intense,  and  cost¬ 
ly  pleasures  the  needle  provides. 

I  am  tired  of  writing  about  drugs 
because  I  have  lost  most  of  my  cap¬ 
acity  to  believe  that  a  significant 
fraction  of  the  population  will  ever 
listen,  ever  understand  that  dope  is 
like  landing  gear.  Once  airborne,  the 
wise  pilot  folds  up  his  wheels,  the 
better  to  soar  with  his  wings.  A  race 
of  long-haired  puddle  jumpers  hugs 
the  earth  like  cropdusters,  trailing 
clouds  of  marijuana  smoke:  condemn¬ 
ing  the  straights,  castigating  the  rich, 
viewing  the  world  from  low  altitude; 
jousting  with  windmills  and  burning 
strawmen,  marching-on  Washington  to 
save  the  simple,  simple  world  visible 
at  treetop  level  for  the  price  of  a  one 
way  ticket. 

From  higher  up,  the  forest  is  vis¬ 
ible  as  well  as  the  trees,  and  the  pilot 
can  see  that  if  the  head  of  the  Mon¬ 
ster  lies  in  Washington,  his  body  cov¬ 
ers  the  continent  and  is  made  of  every 
one  of  us.  Do  you  drive  a  car?  Then 
in  your  name  and  with  your  money, 
Detroit  rapes  the  iron  hills  and  Good¬ 
year  swings  a  lash  over  sweating  backs 
in  Ceylon.  Do  you  buy  electric  pow¬ 
er?  Then  the  ecological  infamy  spew¬ 
ing  from  the  power  plants  in  wrought 
by  your  agents. 

The  runaway  Kapital  Machine  of 
America  may  be  a  ruthless  and 
poisonous  parasite  bestriding  the 
Earth  and  waging  mindless  war  against 
life  itself;  but  if  you  live,  and  breathe, 
and  seek  comfort,  even  at  the  peri¬ 
phery  of  the  system,  you  share  the 
responsibility  as  you  share  the  bene¬ 
fits. 

If  we  could,  each  one  of  us,  save 
but  ourselves;  to  live  as  individuals 
with  kindness  and  free  from  the  grip 
of  Kapitalism  on  our  minds  and  souls, 
we  would  find  that  we  no  longer  need 
to  save  the  world,  for  the  only  danger 
to  the  world  is  in  the  minds  and 
drives  and  phobias  of  its  people.  Alas, 
as  one  can  discern  even  from  ground 
level,  there  seems  to  be  no  other 
way.  .  .  . 

Next  Week:  Hawaiian  Woodrose 
and  the  Wallisville  Reservoir. 

+++++++++++ 

Send  your  questions  and  comments 
about  dope,  life,  liberty  &  the  pursuit 
of  the  elusive  muse  to:  Brian  Grant, 
c/o  Space  City!,  1217  Wichita,  Hous¬ 
ton  77004. 
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